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FOREWORD 


This  annual  review  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  Agricultural  Situation  supplements 
The  World  Agricultural  Situation;   Review  of  1968  and  Outlook  for  1969,  FAER  50,  dated 
February  18,  1969.  Other  1968  regional  reviews  are  being  published  for  Western  Europe, 
the  Communist  Areas,  Africa  and  West  Asia,  and  the  Far  East  and  Oceania. 

This  report  omits  the  Agricultural  Situation  of  the  United  States  which  is  covered 
in  other  situation  and  outlook  statements  of  the  Economic  Research  Service.  Western 
Hemisphere  as  used  in  the  report,  unless  specified  otherwise,  refers  to  Canada  and  24 
Latin  American  countries.  Values  are  in  U.S.  dollars  and  all  tonnage  is  metric.   Data 
in  the  report  may  differ  from  that  used  in  the  World  Agricultural  Situation  due  to  the 
later  publication  date. 

Howard  L.  Hall,  Assistant  Branch  Chief  and  Leader  of  the  Situation  and  Outlook 
Section,  directed  and  coordinated  preparation  of  the  report.   Others  participating  in- 
cluded Gae  A.  Bennett,  Wilbur  F.  Buck,  Mary  S.  Coyner,  Richard  M.  Kennedy,  John  D. 
McAlpine,  Rena  E.  Perley,  Samuel  0.  Ruff,  and  Betty  J.  Thomas. 

U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  for  Western  Hemisphere  countries  provided  background 
for  the  report  through  annual  situation  and  commodity  reports. 


^U&am^- \Mu 


William  R.  Gasser,  Chief 

Western  Hemisphere  Branch 

Foreign  Regional  Analysis  Division 
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AGRICULTURAL  SITUATION  OF 
THE  WESTERN  HEMISPHERE 


SUMMARY 


Agricultural  output  of  the  Western  Hemisphere  countries  was  estimated  up  slightly 
in  1968  to  an  alltime  high,  with  a  moderate  recovery  in  Canadian  farm  output  more  than 
offsetting  a  drop  in  Latin  American  outturn.  Large  world  supplies,  particularly  of 
grains  and  oilseeds,  maintained  the  region's  agricultural  exports  near  the  low  1967 
level  but  agricultural  imports  continued  to  rise  during  1968  in  response  to  growing 
demand.  U.S.  farm  exports  to  Hemisphere  countries  increased  slightly  to  $1.1  billion 
and  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  the  region  rose  to  a  record  $2.3  billion.   An  ex- 
pected recovery  in  Hemisphere  production  of  some  leading  commodities  in  1969  indicates 
a  possible  rise  in  agricultural  exports;  and  U.S.  farm  exports  to  the  region  may  be  up 
moderately. 

Canadian  agricultural  conditions  improved  in  1968  and,  though  cold,  wet  harvest 
weather  reduced  quality,  the  production  of  wheat  and  the  important  feedgrain  crops  re- 
covered to  average- or-higher  levels.  Early  rains  reduced  Mexico's  1968  wheat  plantings 
but  contributed  to  a  production  gain  for  feedgrains  and  a  significant  recovery  for  cot- 
ton. The  cotton  harvest  was  also  higher  in  Central  America  but  the  coffee  outturn  there 
dropped  sharply.  Unfavorable  weather,  including  early  drought,  lowered  1968  production 
of  sugar  and  early  food  crops  in  the  northern  Caribbean.  Brazilian  coffee  was  down 
sharply  due  to  dry  weather  but  later  improvement  in  moisture  conditions  were  ideal  for 
cotton0  In  Argentina,  adverse  growing  conditions  affected  pastures  and  reduced  har- 
vests of  important  export  crops  including  wheat,  corn,  and  oilseeds  well  below  a  year 
earlier.  Unusually  dry  weather  also  lowered  1968  food  production  levels  in  Ecuador  and 
Peru. 

Rising  income  levels  continue  to  maintain  relatively  strong  internal  demand  for 
agricultural  products  in  most  Western  Hemisphere  countries.  Improvements  in  agricul- 
ture and  gains  in  industry  and  trade  stimulated  strong  economic  recovery  for  Canada, 
Mexico,  Chile,  and  Colombia.  Growth  rates  moved  up  in  most  Central  American  countries 
and  maintained  strong  uptrends  in  Argentina  and  Brazil.  High  rates  of  inflation  were 
significantly  reduced  in  Argentina,  Brazil,  Peru,  and  Uruguay  and  a  trend  toward  mone- 
tary stability  favored  further  economic  growth.  A  rise  in  export  and  tourist  earnings, 
along  with  larger  inflows  of  foreign  capital,  improved  many  countries'  balance- of - 
payment  situations.  Gold  and  foreign  exchange  reserves  rose  to  record  levels  in  Canada, 
Argentina,  Chile,  and  Colombia  with  a  significant  recovery  in  Brazil. 

Canada's  wheat  trade  declined  again  in  1968,  but  Argentina's  was  higher.  A  big 
drop  in  corn  shipments  from  Argentina  and  Mexico  more  than  offset  the  sharp  rise  in 
Brazil.  Cotton  exports  from  Mexico,  Central  America,  and  Brazil  were  stimulated  by 
larger  1968  crops;  but  sugar  exports  reflected  significant  drought  reductions  in  the 
northern  Caribbean.  Large  supplies  in  coffee- producing  countries  led  to  expanded 
coffee  exports  to  fill  larger  quotas  under  the  International  Coffee  Agreement;  and 
Central  American  banana  exports  continued  a  rising  trend.  Argentina's  meat  exports 
dropped  sharply  in  1968,  despite  some  late  improvement  in  export  demand. 


Agricultural  imports  moved  to  higher  levels  during  1968  due  in  part  to  drought- 
induced  shortages.  Wheat  purchases  increased  sharply  in  Brazil,  Colombia,  and  Peru. 
Chile  and  Peru  also  purchased  more  rice  and  Ecuador  shifted  from  an  exporter  to  an  im- 
porter. Drought  resulted  in  a  sharp  increase  in  corn  imports  by  the  South  American 
countries;  and  Canada's  imports  continued  a  strong  rise.  Latin  American  imports  of 
fats  and  oils  and  dairy  products  also  continued  some  growth. 

The  United  States  provided  a  larger  1968  market  for  Western  Hemisphere  agricul- 
tural exports,  particularly  sugar,  bananas,  meat,  and  slaughter  cattle.  Trade  growth 
between  countries  continued  to  restrict  U.S.  exports  of  grains  and  fats  and  oils  to 
Central  and  South  American  markets.  There  were  large  increases  in  U.S.  farm  exports  to 
Mexico,  the  Dominican  Republic,  Chile,  Colombia,  and  Uruguay.  However,  increased  com- 
petition from  Argentina  and  other  suppliers  resulted  in  sharply  reduced  U.S.  exports  to 
Brazil  and  Peru. 

Canada's  wheat  supplies  reached  an  all time  high  and  the  current  outlook  is  for 
some  export  recovery  in  1969;  but  Argentine  wheat  sales  may  decline.  A  recovery  in 
Argentina's  feedgrain  exports  is  likely  because  of  production  increases  expected  for 
corn  and  sorghum  grains.  Due  to  larger  supplies,  the  recovery  trend  for  cotton  ex- 
ports may  continue  in  Mexico  end  Brazil  with  some  leveling  off  in  Central  America. 
With  continuing  large  supplies,  the  coffee- producing  countries  are  expected  to  maintain 
exports  near  the  high  1968  levels,  and  some  recovery  is  likely  for  sugar.  Banana  ex- 
ports should  continue  to  rise  and  the  outlook  appears  favorable  for  a  recovery  in  the 
Argentine  meat  trade. 

Imports  of  grains,  fats  and  oils,  meat,  dairy  and  other  agricultural  products 
should  maintain  good  growth  in  response  to  higher  income  levels  in  1969.  U.S.  agri- 
cultural exports  may  benefit  from  the  economic  recovery  trends  in  Canada,  Mexico, 
Brazil,  and  Colombia  and  from  lower  1968  per  capita  food  production  in  other  importing 
countries  including  Ecuador,  Peru,  and  Venezuela.  The  1969  outlook  is  for  U.S.  farm 
exports  to  Hemisphere  countries  to  rise  significantly  above  the  1967  and  1968  levels 
of  about  $1.1  billion. 

NORTH  AMERICA 

Canada 

The  Canadian  economy  was  strengthened  in  1968  by  recovery  in  agricultural  output 
and  by  a  rising  level  of  nonagricultural  exports.  A  real  GNP  growth  of  3.5  percent 
represented  a  recovery  from  the  1967  low  of  2.5  percent  but  remained  less  than  the  av- 
erage annual  rise  of  more  than  5  percent  during  the  previous  5  years.  Inflation  and 
unemployment  problems  remain  serious  but  a  rise  in  investment  should  encourage  further 
recovery  in  economic  growth  during  1969. 

The  year  1968  was  one  of  adjustment.  Investment  continued  well  below  normal  with 
some  year  end  improvement  in  response  to  a  rise  in  consumer  spending  and  construction 
activity.  Increased  U.S.  business  activity  also  stimulated  the  export  industries, 
particularly  automobiles  and  wood  and  mineral  products.  Total  1968  industrial  output 
increased  an  estimated  4.5  percent,  more  than  double  the  1967  rate.  Exports  were  up 
18  percent  from  the  1967  record  of  $10.5  billion,  providing  a  trade  surplus  of  over 
$1  billion. 

The  1968  cost-of-living  rise  was  up  from  the  1967  rate  of  3.5  percent,  and  despite 
a  2- percent  increase  in  the  employed  labor  force,  the  current  rate  of  unemployment  is 
near  5  percent,  slightly  above  a  year  earlier.  For  1969,  a  less  favorable  outlook  for 
export  growth  is  expected  to  be  more  than  offset  by  a  significant  rise  in  investment 


and  an  uptrend  in  consumer  expenditures;  and  some  further  increase  is  anticipated  for 
GNP  growth  with  current  estimates  exceeding  4  percent. 

Canadian  farm  output  recovered  in  1968  and  the  index  of  agricultural  production 
was  estimated  at  133,  up  about  6  percent  from  1967  (1957-59=100).  Rising  prices  re- 
stricted expansion  in  most  farm  inputs  and  maintained  the  advance  in  farm  costs. 
Lower  receipts  from  farm  sales  resulted  in  smaller  realized  farm  incomes  in  1968  al- 
though net  farm  income,  including  additions  to  inventories,  were  estimated  more  than 
10  percent  above  the  1967  level. 

Agricultural  conditions  improved  in  1968  and,  despite  a  prospective  weakening  in 
world  prices,  the  total  area  seeded  to  field  crops  was  near  record,  up  about  2  percent 
from  1967.   Crop  production  was  estimated  nearly  9  percent  above  a  year  earlier  and 
output  of  livestock  products  continued  to  rise.  Unusual  rains  and  cold  weather  at  har- 
vest in  the  Prairie  Provinces,  reduced  the  quality  of  1968  grain  crops.  Although  soil 
moisture  reserves  in  western  Canada  this  spring  are  exceptionally  good,  record  carry- 
over supplies  of  grain  may  encourage  a  reduction  in  1969  plantings  and  a  possible  re- 
duction in  the  total  field  crop  area.  A  significant  increase  in  livestock  feeding  may 
also  be  encouraged  by  strong  demand  and  increased  availability  of  low-quality  grains. 

Price  uncertainty  contributed  to  a  2- percent  decline  in  the  1968  wheat  area  as 
producers  shifted  to  other  grains  and  oilseeds,  particularly  barley  and  flaxseed. 
Yields,  however,  recovered  and  the  wheat  crop  was  up  about  10  percent  above  1967  to 
near  average  for  recent  years.  However,  most  of  the  crop  graded  No.  3  and  4  or  less 
with  a  high  moisture  content.  The  unusually  large  amount  of  damp  grain  severely  taxed 
Canadian  drying  and  storage  facilities  and,  in  the  Vancover  port  area,  created  a  bottle- 
neck in  the  supply  of  higher  quality  wheat  for  shipment  to  Japan.  The  new  crop  added 
to  a  large  August  1  carryover,  predominantly  high  quality,  and  raised  1968/69  (August- 
July)  supplies  to  an  all time  record  near  35  million  tons. 

Strong  feed  demand  encouraged  a  continued  rise  in  plantings  of  barley  and  corn  and 
some  recovery  for  oats;  and  the  total  1968  feedgrain  area  was  5  percent  larger.   Al- 
though the  wet  harvest  reduced  quality,  the  western  barley  crop  increased  30  percent  to 
a  record  for  recent  years  and  the  oats  harvest  was  19  percent  higher  than  1967.  The 
corn  crop  was  9  percent  above  the  previous  year's  record.   Total  feedgrain  production 
increased  21  percent  to  about  16  million  tons  and,  despite  a  smaller  August  1  carryover, 
total  supplies  were  estimated  above  the  record  of  1966.  However,  the  1968  harvest  of 
hay  dropped  sharply  due  to  wet  weather. 

Low  prices  led  to  a  sharp  decline  in  the  rapeseed  area  and  production  was  down  one- 
fourth  in  1968,  interrupting  a  5-year  uptrend.   In  contrast,  stronger  demand  encouraged 
a  recovery  in  flaxseed  and  production  nearly  doubled  the  1967  low.   Soybean  production 
also  increased.  The  current  outlook  is  for  a  strong  increase  in  1969  oilseed  plantings 
despite  a  somewhat  depressed  world  price  situation.   The  1968  tobacco  crop  was  near  the 
1967  level  as  higher  yields  offset  reduced  plantings.   Potato  production  increased 
about  9  percent  on  approximately  the  same  acreage  as  in  1967. 

Cattle  marketings  continued  to  rise  in  1968  but  hog  gradings  were  down  from  the 
high  level  of  1967.  Cattle  exports  were  higher  and  record  slaughter  raised  output  of 
beef  and  veal  by  5  percent  to  an  alltime  record.   Pork  production  declined  6  percent 
and  total  output  of  red  meat  continued  near  the  high  1967  level.  Milk  production  re- 
covered and  poultry  and  egg  production  increased  significantly.   Cattle  and  hog  numbers 
on  December  1,  1968,  were  below  a  year  earlier  indicating  a  slowing  and  a  possible  re- 
duction in  marketings.  However,  larger  feed  supplies  and  strong  demand  may  increase 
numbers  of  Choice  and  Good  fed  cattle  in  1969. 

Canadian  farm  exports  for  1968  approximated  the  reduced  1967  levels.  Wheat  ship- 
ments were  down  about  4  percent,  due  in  part  to  the  midyear  grain  handlers'  strike  and 


to  a  sharp  drop  in  purchases  by  the  Communist  nations.  Larger  world  feed  supplies 
also  restricted  1968  exports  of  other  grains.  Shipments  of  oilseeds  were  also  lower 
but  exports  of  livestock  and  some  other  agricultural  products  increased.  Canada's 
total  1968  agricultural  imports  were  estimated  to  be  slightly  above  the  previous  year. 
U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Canada  during  1968  were  valued  about  12  percent  above 
the  1967  level,  reflecting  some  increased  movement  of  cattle  and  meat  products.  U.S. 
farm  exports  for  1968  were  near  the  1967  level  with  a  rise  in  corn  exports  offset 
particularly  by  a  decline  in  cattle  and  meat  shipments. 

Some  uncertainty  continues  regarding  Canadian  wheat  trade  with  the  Communist 
nations,  but  the  outlook  is  for  a  moderate  rise  in  total  wheat  exports  in  1969. 
Canadian  exports  of  wheat  for  the  first  7  months  (August- February)  of  the  current  mar- 
keting year  were  almost  20  percent  above  the  low  level  a  year  earlier.  Oilseed  ship- 
ments may  also  be  higher.  However,  reduced  quality  of  domestic  grains  and  continuing 
large  supplies  in  many  major  markets  and  competing  countries  may  restrict  expansion  in 
Canadian  feedgrain  exports.  Exports  of  livestock  and  animal  products  may  decline  in 
the  face  of  strong  domestic  demand  which  will  also  maintain  pressure  for  larger  imports 
of  fruits  and  vegetables,  and  other  agricultural  products. 

Mexico 

The  Mexican  economic  situation  improved  in  1968  as  construction,  manufacturing, 
and  commercial  activity  maintained  favorable  growth  rates  and  as  agricultural  output 
resumed  an  uptrend.  Real  GNP  growth  of  near  7  percent,  compared  with  a  6.4-percent 
rise  in  1967,  but  was  below  records  of  earlier  years.  Growth  in  1969  will  likely  be 
maintained  near  the  1968  rate  despite  a  continuing  high  trade  deficit  and  some  related 
tightness  of  money  and  credit. 

The  Olympic  games  spurred  construction  activity  and  tourism  in  1968.  Strong 
growth  continued  for  production  of  chemicals,  petroleum,  construction  materials,  motor 
vehicles  and  consumer  durables.  Exports  recovered  to  a  record  $1.2  billion  in  1968 
but  imports  were  higher,  and  the  trade  deficit  of  $596  million  neared  the  1967  level. 
Foreign  capital  inflows  maintained  a  high  level  and  tourist  earnings  were  up  sharply; 
gold  and  foreign  exchange  earnings  increased  from  $586  million  to  $657  million  during 
1968. 

President  Diaz  Ordaz's  1968  report  to  the  nation  called  for  continued  emphasis 
upon  programs  to  improve  the  welfare  of  the  rural  population.  He  pointed  out  that  3.8 
million  hectares  of  land  were  redistributed  during  1968  under  the  land  reform  program 
and  that  the  irrigated  area  was  increased  5  percent  by  completion  of  new  irrigation  and 
flood- control  projects.  Early  in  the  year,  the  Government  announced  a  3-year  program 
to  extend  the  area  using  fertilizers  by  30.  percent.  A  new  Bureau  of  Rural  Industries 
was  established  to  promote  development  of  services  and  new  industries  to  process  agri- 
cultural products  in  rural  areas.  A  related  enterprise  was  set  up  to  improve  feed 
supplies  and  increase  livestock  and  poultry  output.  The  1969  appropriation  for  agri- 
culture was  increased  11  percent  above  the  1968  level. 

The  year  1968  was  generally  favorable  for  agricultural  production.  Unusually 
heavy  rains  delayed  some  early-crop  plantings  but  increased  the  supplies  of  irrigation 
water  and  improved  moisture  conditions  for  pasture  and  later  crops.  Cotton's  signifi- 
cant recovery  contributed  to  a  7-percent  rise  in  the  1968  index  of  agricultural  pro- 
duction which  advanced  to  156  (1957-59=100).  A  smaller  wheat  crop  was  more  than  off- 
set by  increased  output  of  other  crops  and  livestock  products,  and  the  food  production 
index  rose  by  some  6  percent. 

Heavy  rains  near  planting  time  and  higher  support  prices  for  competing  crops  re- 
duced the  1968  wheat  area.  Also,  unusually  hot  weather  near  harvest  lowered  wheat 
yields,  and  production  dropped  13  percent  below  1967.  Rice  production  was  6  percent 


above  the  1967  record  on  about  the  same  area.  Due  to  increased  area  and  good  moisture, 
the  1968  corn  harvest  exceeded  the  1967  record  by  about  8  percent.  Strong  feed  demand 
encouraged  expansion  of  sorghum  grains  in  the  lower  central  plateau  region  and  the 
record  1968  production  was  up  about  37  percent.  Most  of  the  rise  in  sorghum  area  was 
attributed  to  double  cropping  on  wheat  land. 

Potato  production  was  about  6  percent  above  the  drought-affected  1967  crop,  and 
the  bean  area  and  outturn  also  gained.  Favorable  prices  and  growing  conditions  main- 
tained a  rising  trend  for  other  fruits  and  vegetables.  Strong  gains  were  recorded  for 
tomatoes,  strawberries,  and  melons.  Interest  continues  among  strawberry  producers  for 
diversification,  and  the  lower  central  plateau  region  is  developing  as  an  important 
center  for  freezing  vegetables  for  export. 

A  15- percent  rise  in  1968  cotton  production  was  attributed  to  expanded  acreage  and 
improved  yields;  the  half-million- ton  harvest  was  the  highest  since  1965.  Higher 
cottonseed  production  was  supplemented  by  a  slight  rise  in  peanuts  and  in  sesame  seed 
and  high  price  supports  stimulated  a  100-percent  increase  in  soybeans.  Despite  a  sharp 
drop  in  safflower  seed  production,  total  1968  oilseed  production  was  up  about  19  per- 
cent. Mexico  continued  its  program  to  restrict  expansion  in  sugar  and  production 
dropped  about  5  percent. 

Conditions  in  1968  permitted  some  recovery  in  the  Mexican  livestock  industry. 
With  excellent  pastures  cattle  were  marketed  at  heavier  weights  and  beef  production 
moved  up  about  10  percent.  Cattle  numbers  changed  little  despite  the  increase  in  beef 
output  and  export.  Pork  output  was  up  about  3  percent  and  milk  production  continued 
a  slight  rise. 

Agricultural  trade  expanded  with  the  aid  of  improved  cotton  supplies.  Export 
value  of  cotton  for  January- September  1968  increased  more  than  10  percent  over  the 
like  1967  period.  For  the  same  period,  sugar  exports  rose  14  percent,  reflecting  a 
larger  quota  in  the  U.S.  market;  and  coffee  shipments  were  nearly  20  percent  higher. 
Feeder  cattle  exports  also  increased.  Some  surplus  rice  and  sorghum  grains  moved  into 
foreign  markets  in  1968  but  wheat  and  corn  exports  dropped  sharply  from  the  high  1967 
level.  The  rise  in  sugar  and  catjtle  exports  was  reflected  in  a  22-percent  increase  in 
the  1968  value  of  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Mexico.  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to 
Mexico  were  16  percent  above  the  1967  level. 

The  1969  outlook  is  for  further  recovery  in  Mexico's  cotton  exports.  With  larger 
shipments  of  feedgrains,  coffee,  and  vegetables,  agricultural  exports  may  exceed  the 
1968  total.  Expected  production  gains  should  reduce  Mexican  imports  of  vegetable  oils, 
oilseeds,  and  meal.  However,  import  demand  may  remain  strong  for  dairy  and  poultry 
products  and  many  U.S.  processed  foods. 

CARIBBEAN 

The  adverse  economic  effects  of  drought  upon  northern  Caribbean  agriculture  were 
more  than  offset  by  higher  mineral  and  petroleum  output  and  by  a  strong  expansion  of 
tourism.  Real  GNP  declined  in  Cuba  and  Haiti  with  gains  estimated  for  other  countries 
in  the  subregion,  particularly  in  Jamaica  and  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  The  1968  growth 
rate  for  the  six  countries,  including  Cuba,  was  estimated  near  1  percent,  compared 
with  a  3-percent  rise  in  1967.  The  agricultural  outlook  indicates  a  possible  recovery 
in  the  overall  regional  growth  rate  in  1969. 

Lower  agricultural  output  which  reduced  growth  in  Cuba  and  Haiti  was  offset  by 
strong  investment  growth  in  minerals  and  manufacturing  industries,  particularly  in  the 
Dominican  Republic  and  Jamaica.  Production  and  trade  in  Jamaican  bauxite  continued  to 
rise  and  the  petroleum  trade  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago  was  stepped  up  in  face  of  growing 
world  demand.  Tourism  maintained  significant  growth  in  those  two  countries;  in 


Barbados  tourism  continued  as  a  major  source  of  foreign  exchange  earnings  and  a  stimulus 
to  investment  and  business  activity.  Jamaica  joined  the  Caribbean  Free  Trade  Association 
(CARIFTA)  in  August  and  work  continued  on  organization  of  the  Caribbean  Development  Bank, 
to  be  established  in  Barbados. 

The  agricultural  situation  for  1968  was  affected  by  unusually  dry  weather,  begin- 
ning late  1967  and  extending  to  near  mid- 1968,  which  reduced  yields  of  sugar  and  other 
early  northern  Caribbean  crops.  Moisture  conditions  improved  later  in  the  year  but 
agricultural  output  dropped  sharply  below  the  high  1967  level  in  Cuba,  with  significant 
declines  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  Haiti,  and  Jamaica.  Output  rose  sharply  in 
Trinidad  and  Tobago  but  the  1968  index  of  agricultural  production  for  the  five  coun- 
tries declined  6  percent  to  87  (1957-59=100). 

The  major  drought  impact  was  on  the  1968  sugarcane  harvests,  particularly  in  Cuba 
and  the  Dominican  Republic.  Sugarcane  output  was  up  sharply  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago  but 
production  for  the  five  countries  was  15  percent  below  the  high  1967  level.  Although 
sugar  content  of  the  cane  increased,  Caribbean  sugar  production  dropped  8  percent  and 
was  only  slightly  larger  than  the  low  1966  outturn.  Growing  conditions  for  the  1969 
cane  harvests  are  more  favorable,  but  production  in  northern  areas  may  be  hampered  by 
the  1967/68  drought  which  delayed  replanting. 

In  contrast,  coffee  and  cocoa  bean  production  was  above  the  1967  level.  However, 
tobacco  production  was  down  sharply  due  to  a  smaller  harvest  in  the  Dominican  Republic. 
Banana  and  citrus  outturn  also  declined,  with  Jamaican  crops  well  below  normal  levels. 
A  smaller  Cuban  1968  rice  harvest  was  offset  by  a  significant  recovery  in  the  Dominican 
Republic  where  production  was  still  below  the  record  for  1966.  Production  of  fruits, 
vegetables,  and  starchy  roots  dropped  despite  increases  in  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  The 
region's  production  of  livestock  products,  particularly  meat,  increased  significantly 
in  1968,  despite  dry  weather,  reflecting  programs  to  expand  output  for  domestic  use  and 
export. 

Due  to  lower  production,  1968  agricultural  exports  were  likely  below  the  1967 
level  and  imports  moved  to  a  higher  level.  However,  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from 
the  Caribbean  exceeded  the  1967  level  by  more  than  15  percent,  due  to  a  larger  sugar 
quota  for  the  Dominican  Republic.  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  the  Caribbean  con- 
tinued an  uptrend  and  rose  14  percent.  Principal  gains  were  in  the  Bahamas,  the 
Dominican  Republic,  and  Jamaica,  which  together  make  up  about  60  percent  of  the  U.S. 
farm  trade  with  the  Caribbean. 

The  1969  outlook  is  for  some  recovery  in  agricultural  exports  particularly  sugar, 
from  the  Caribbean  countries.  Prospective  improvement  in  growing  conditions  and  in- 
creased emphasis  on  agriculture  may  also  result  in  a  higher  per  capita  food  production. 
However,  U.S.  sales  of  farm  products  to  the  region  should  continue  to  grow  despite  in- 
creased competition  from  other  suppliers. 

CENTRAL  AMERICA 

The  economies  of  the  Central  American  countries  expanded  at  a  reasonable  rate  in 
1968  despite  widespread  monetary  and  trade  problems.  For  the  region,  real  GNP  growth 
was  estimated  near  6  percent  compared  with  5  percent  in  1967.  All  countries  improved 
their  growth  rates  except  Panama. 

Trade  between  the  Common  Market  (CACM)  countries  continued  to  grow  and  exports 
from  the  region  moved  to  higher  levels.  Most  countries  attempted  to  improve  their 
monetary  and  trade  situation  by  imposing  restrictions  on  credit  and  nonessential  im- 
ports. In  June,  the  five  CACM  countries  signed  the  San  Jose  Protocol — now  implemented 


by  El  Salvador,  Guatemala  and  Nicaragua — which  imposes  a  30- percent  surcharge  on  non- 
essential imports  and  which  permits  levies  of  additional  consumption  taxes.  Import 
restrictions  contributed  to  a  rise  in  gold  and  foreign  exchange  holdings  for  all 
countries. 

With  agricultural  conditions  generally  favorable  in  Central  America,  the  region's 
1968  index  of  food  production  increased  7  percent  to  a  record  150  (1957-59=100).  In- 
creased food  output  and  a  moderate  recovery  in  cotton  were  partially  offset  by  the 
sharp  drop  in  coffee,  and  agricultural  output  gained  less  than  1  percent.  Renewed 
volcanic  activity  caused  some  cotton  loss  in  Nicaragua. 

The  food  crop  area  continued  to  expand  in  1968.  Higher  yields  indicated  favor- 
able growing  conditions  and  some  improvement  in  production  practices,  particularly  for 
grains.  Corn  production  exceeded  the  1966  record  by  8  percent,  reflecting  larger  crops 
in  all  countries  but  particularly  in  El  Salvador  and  Honduras.  Larger  harvests  in 
Guatemala  and  Honduras  also  resulted  in  a  6  percent  rise  in  Central  American  grain  sor- 
ghums over  the  1967  level.  A  continued  rise  in  area  and  use  of  improved  varieties  in 
Panama  and  El  Salvador  contributed  to  a  record  Central  American  rice  crop,  which  ex- 
ceeded the  1967  high  by  7  percent.  Bean  production  increased  6  percent  in  Central 
America,  reflecting  larger  plantings  in  El  Salvador,  Honduras,  and  Nicaragua. 

Improved  price  expectations  encouraged  a  4- percent  recovery  in  the  Central  Ameri- 
can cotton  area.  Volcanic  damage  in  Nicaragua  and  some  yield  reduction  in- Guatemala 
were  more  than  offset  by  gains  in  other  producing  countries,  particularly  El  Salvador; 
and  total  production  exceeded  the  1967  low  by  about  2  percent.  Most  countries  con- 
tinued efforts  to  restrict  expansion  in  coffee  and  encourage  a  shift  to  other  crops; 
Costa  Rican  production  continued  to  advance  in  1968  but,  due  to  decreased  output  in  El 
Salvador  and  Guatemala,  the  region's  outturn  dropped  10  percent  below  the  1967  record. 
Expansion  in  sugar  slowed  to  less  than  2  percent,  reflecting  credit  and  other  re- 
strictions used  to  reduce  acreage  in  Guatemala  and  Costa  Rica,  Banana  production  main- 
tained a  strong  uptrend  in  1968  based  on  recovery  in  Honduras  and  a  sharp  rise  in  Costa 
Rica. 

Output  of  livestock  products  increased  nearly  4  percent  in  1968,  compared  with  a 
1  percent  rise  in  1967.  Favorable  U.S.  beef  prices  and  anticipation  of  quota  restric- 
tions encouraged  increased  cattle  slaughter,  and  pork  output  maintained  a  moderate  up- 
trend. The  region's  1968  milk  production  was  estimated  4  percent  above  1967, 

A  rise  in  Central  American  agricultural  trade  was  encouraged  by  larger  supplies  of 
principal  commodities.  The  record  1967  coffee  crop  and  a  large  ICA  quota  increased 
coffee  exports  by  19  percent  in  1968.  Banana  exports  were  estimated  26  percent  higher 
and  meat  increased  11  percent.  The  region's  wheat  imports  increased  3  percent  in  1968 
and  its  corn  trade  rose  14  percent.  However,  trade  in  rice  declined  sharply  in  face 
of  increased  production.  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Central  America  exceeded  the 
high  1967  level  by  10  percent  and  U.S.  exports  to  the  region  rose  about  4  percent. 

In  1969,  Central  American  exports  of  coffee  and  bananas  should  continue  to  rise 
with  a  possible  recovery  in  sugar.  Cotton  exports  are  expected  to  move  upward,  despite 
a  possible  drop  in  Nicaragua,  Meat  exports  may  continue  near  1968  levels  due  to  re- 
straints imposed  on  shipments  to  the  United  States.  The  region  will  remain  an  im- 
portant market  for  U.S.  wheat,  fats  and  oils,  dairy  products,  and  tobacco.  However, 
expansion  in  U.S.  trade  may  be  restricted  by  increased  food  availability  in  the  region 
and  growing  competition  from  other  suppliers. 


SOUTH  AMERICA 


Argentina 

Argentina's  economy  continued  to  strengthen  in  1968  as  GNP  grew  at  a  rate  of  4.8 
percent,  compared  with  2.8  percent  in  1967.  Increased  construction  activity  and  a  re- 
covery in  manufacturing  more  than  offset  a  moderate  decline  in  agricultural  output. 
Investment  was  stimulated  by  improved  price  stability,  increasing  the  prospects  for 
accelerated  growth  in  1969. 

The  Government's  stabilization  program  began  to  show  substantial  results  in  1968. 
The  rise  in  cost  of  living  slowed  to  about  10  percent,  compared  with  27  percent  in 
1967,  and  the  Government  hopes  to  restrict  the  increase  to  less  than  5  percent  this 
year.  Wages,  frozen  in  1968,  will  be  permitted  to  rise  8  percent  in  1969,  but  indus- 
try is  being  asked  to  absorb  the  cost  and  maintain  prices  within  established  guide- 
lines. The  1969  budget  deficit  was  reduced  slightly  but  Central  Bank  financing  was 
halved. 

Argentina's  peso  remained  firm  at  350  to  the  U.S.  dollar  in  1968  and  gold  and 
foreign  exchange  reserves  rose  by  5  percent  to  a  record  $760  million.  Exports  declined 
about  6.6  percent  and  business  recovery  spurred  a  6. 7- percent  rise  in  imports.  How- 
ever, the  reduced  trade  surplus  was  more  than  offset  by  larger  capital  inflows,  result- 
ing in  a  larger  balance- of- payments  surplus  than  in  1967. 

The  agricultural  situation  was  affected  by  adverse  weather,  including  drought 
which  offset  near- record  grain  plantings,  and  1968  crop  production  fell  about  11  per- 
cent below  the  high  1967  level.  Dry  weather  also  contributed  to  a  slight  reduction  in 
output  of  livestock  products,  and  the  1968  index  of  net  agricultural  output  fell  7  per- 
cent to  111  (1957-59=100).  The  trend  to  increased  feedgrain  plantings,  together  with 
a  larger  oilseed  area,  indicates  a  possible  recovery  for  Argentine  agriculture  in  1969. 

Area  seeded  to  principal  1968  grains  increased  7  percent.  Favorable  price  expec- 
tations late  in  1967  encouraged  Argentine  farmers  to  expand  the  area  for  sorghum 
grains.  Mid- 1968  plantings  of  forage  grains  (barley,  oats,  rye)  were  also  hiked  to 
supplement  pastures,  and  the  1968  area  for  wheat  was  slightly  above  the  1967  high. 
Sorghum  grain  production  in  1968  was  9  percent  above  the  1967* s  reduced  crop,  but  the 
corn  crop,  hit  hard  by  the  early  drought,  fell  18  percent  below  the  high  1967  level. 
Growing  conditions  after  midyear  appeared  ideal  for  later  cereal  crops  but  dry,  hot 
weather  near  harvest  sharply  reduced  wheat  yields  and  the  1968  harvest  was  estimated 
almost  20  percent  below  1967  and  the  smallest  since  1962.  The  1969  outlook  is  for  a 
10- percent  recovery  in  corn  production  and  a  65- percent  increase  for  sorghum  grains. 

Lower  producer  prices  reduced  late  1967  plantings  for  sunf lowerseed  and  peanuts, 
but  higher  prices  encouraged  a  1968  expansion  in  flaxseed.  Drought  cut  back  sunflower- 
seed  yields  and  production  fell  16  percent  below  the  1967  record;  peanut  production 
declined  sharply.  Cottonseed  production  declined  and,  despite  a  significant  recovery 
in  flaxseed,  1968  production  of  the  four  oilseed  crops  totaled  about  8  percent  less 
than  the  high  1967  harvest.  The  Argentine  sunflower  area  for  1969  is  reportedly  up 
10  percent  in  response  to  strong  demand;  peanut  plantings  are  down  but  moisture  con- 
ditions have  improved  the  outlook  for  both  crops. 

A  1967  shortage  encouraged  larger  potato  plantings  for  1968  and  production  was  up 
nearly  10  percent.  Adverse  weather  conditions  reduced  1968  harvests  of  apples  and 
pears  but  the  outturn  of  citrus  and  stone  fruits  was  higher.  Cotton  and  sugarcane 


production  continued  to  decline.  Some  northern  cane  areas  reportedly  are  shifting  to 
soybeans,  rice,  and  corn  in  the  face  of  Government  restrictions  on  sugar  production. 

Cattle  numbers,  on  an  upswing  since  1963,  peaked  at  51.5  million  in  mid-1968,  and 
should  fall  only  slightly  in  1969.  Beef  and  veal  production  rose  about  1  percent 
above  the  high  1967  level  as  improved  export  demand  in  late  1968  overcame  an  earlier 
slowdown  in  slaughter.  Pork  production  dropped  12  percent.  But  lamb  and  mutton  out- 
put increased  5  percent,  reflecting  a  shift  to  more  intensive  land  use  in  Buenos  Aires 
Province,  where  land  values  are  rising.  The  reduction  in  sheep  numbers  contributed  to 
a  further  decline  in  wool.  Less  milk  was  produced  due  to  dry  weather. 

Agricultural  exports  turned  down  in  1968  due  to  sharp  reductions  in  movements  of 
corn  and  meat.  Corn  shipments  were  nearly  one- third  below  the  high  1967  level  and  the 
value  of  meat  exports  was  down  about  20  percent,  reflecting  meat  import  restrictions 
by  the  United  Kingdom  and  the  European  Economic  Community.  Wheat  shipments  increased 
about  14  percent  but  were  still  below  levels  of  previous  years,  and  exports  of  sun- 
flower oil  were  high  due  to  availabilities  from  the  large  1967  seed  crop.  However, 
U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Argentina,  principally  wool  and  processed  meat,  in- 
creased more  than  one-fourth  in  1968. 

Due  to  an  above-normal  carryover,  Argentina's  1969  wheat  supplies  are  estimated 
near  the  1968  level  but  much  of  the  new  crop  is  reported  below  average  in  quality. 
Favorable  crop  prospects  indicate  a  possible  25- percent  increase  for  1969  corn  exports 
with  sorghum  grains  nearly  double  the  1968  level.  Exports  of  sunflower  oil  may  remain 
at  relatively  high  levels.  Continued  expansion  is  expected  for  Argentina  exports  of 
cooked- frozen  meats  to  the  United  States,  and  Argentina  is  expanding  these  meat  exports 
to  other  overseas  markets,  including  Canada  and  Japan.  The  trend  to  shipment  of  beef 
cuts  to  European  markets  has  also  been  growing.  These  developments  and  the  1968  re- 
moval of  the  U.K.  foot-and-mouth  ban  on  Argentine  beef  means  a  possible  recovery  in 
meat  exports  in  1969. 

Brazil 

The  strong  rise  in  the  Brazilian  economy  begun  in  1966,  was  maintained  in  1968  by 
heavy  expansion  in  investment,  industry,  and  trade.  Although  drought  held  1968  agri- 
cultural output  to  near  the  year  earlier  level,  real  GNP  growth  was  estimated  near  6.5 
percent,  compared  with  4  percent  in  1967  and  about  4.5  percent  in  1966.  Improved 
business  confidence  indicates  that  the  high  rate  of  investment  will  maintain  economic 
growth  at  high  levels  in  1969. 

Brazilian  industry  in  1968  benefited  from  growing  domestic  demand  and  from  a  de- 
valuation of  the  new  cruzeiro  from  3.22  to  3.83  per  U.S.  dollar.  Strong  advances,  ex- 
ceeding 10  percent,  were  indicated  for  petroleum,  steel,  motor  vehicles,  farm  machinery, 
and  construction  materials;  and  total  industrial  output  was  estimated  about  12  percent 
above  1967.  Devaluation  contributed  to  a  13-percent  recovery  in  exports  which  advanced 
to  a  record  level.  Imports  were  also  up  sharply  in  response  to  strong  industrial  de- 
mand; but  deficits  in  goods  and  services  were  more  than  offset  by  larger  inflows  of 
foreign  funds,  and  foreign  exchange  reserves  totaled  nearly  30  percent  above  1967. 

Brazil's  1968  agricultural  situation  was  influenced  by  continued  strong  emphasis 
on  agricultural  credit,  price  support,  and  other  programs  initiated  in  1966  to  stimu- 
late food  and  export  production.  In  1968,  the  effects  of  those  programs  were  offset 
by  adverse  weather-- including  drought — which  reduced  yields  of  coffee,  corn,  beans, 
and  other  early  crops  in  southern  Brazil.  May  rains  broke  the  drought  and  growing  con- 
ditions were  favorable  in  other  regions.  The  1968  index  of  food  production  was  esti- 
mated at  153,  down  slightly  from  the  1967  record  (1957-59=100).  A  sharp  drop  in  coffee 
output  was  only  partially  offset  by  the  increase  in  cotton  and  the  index  of  total  agri- 
cultural output  declined  2  percent  to  132. 


Favorable  prices  encouraged  increased  plantings  of  the  principal  food  crops  in 
1968.  The  rice  harvest  was  up  an  estimated  3  percent  despite  some  adverse  effect  of 
dry  weather.  Growing  conditions  were  favorable  for  wheat  and  1968  production  increased 
by  about  two- thirds.  Lower  yields  offset  a  5-percent  increase  in  corn  plantings  and 
production  was  near  the  1967  record.  The  1968  bean  crop  was  estimated  22  percent  be- 
low the  large  1967  harvest  but  potato  production  was  up  slightly. 

Improved  prices  stimulated  a  rise  in  1968  cotton  plantings.  With  conditions 
ideal  for  the  southern  crop,  the  country's  production  was  a  record  high,  about  one- 
third  above  the  1967  level.  Cottonseed  production  was  also  up  sharply  but  drought  re- 
duced the  peanut  crop  by  40  percent.   Soybean  production  was  estimated  13  percent  be- 
low the  1967  record  and  output  of  the  three  oilseed  crops  fell  about  10  percent. 
Frost  and  dry  weather  lowered  coffee  yields  and  the  1968  harvest  was  about  28  percent 
below  1967.  Sugar  production  maintained  an  uptrend,  advancing  about  3  percent. 

Cattle  slaughter  continued  strong  in  response  to  good  demand  and,  despite  poor 
pasture  conditions  in  some  areas,  beef  production  increased  about  3  percent  in  1968. 
Pork  production  neared  the  high  1967  level  while  output  of  poultry  products  probably 
continued  a  strong  rise.  But  milk  production,  affected  by  the  southern  drought, 
slipped  slightly. 

Increased  supplies  and  the  currency  devaluation  encouraged  a  significant  rise  in 
Brazil's  agricultural  trade  in  1968.  Coffee  shipments  were  15  percent  above  1967  and 
cotton  was  about  one- fourth  higher  in  calendar-year  1968.  Lower  exports  of  sugar  and 
cocoa  beans  were  more  than  offset  by  record  corn  and  meat  shipments  and  by  significant 
gains  for  other  products  including  soybeans  and  rice.  Wheat  imports  rose  about  7  per- 
cent in  1968  to  approximate  the  1964  record.  Brazil  also  continued  to  provide  a  sig- 
nificant market  for  deciduous  fruits,  vegetable  oils,  and  some  dairy  products.  U.S. 
wheat  exports  to  Brazil  were  near  the  1967  level,  approximating  1  million  tons,  but 
the  value  of  total  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Brazil  were  about  20  percent  below 
1967.  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Brazil  increased  an  estimated  22  percent. 

The  1969  outlook  is  for  Brazil's  exports  of  coffee  and  sugar  to  continue  near 
1968  levels,  and  current  reports  indicate  a  further  rise  in  production  and  exports  of 
cotton.  Lower  prices  reduced  plantings  of  1969  corn,  and  exports  may  be  below  the 
record  1968  level.  A  further  advance  is  expected  in  rice  exports,  and  soybean  exports 
may  recover  to  a  record  level.  Domestic  wheat  supply  will  also  be  in  larger  supply, 
indicating  a  possible  decline  in  import  needs. 

Chile 

Increased  Chilean  mineral  output  and  a  moderate  rise  in  agricultural  output  more 
than  offset  the  initial  economic  impact  of  a  1968  drought,  considered  the  worse  in  the 
country's  history.  Real  GNP  grew  an  estimated  2.5  percent  in  1968,  compared  with  1 
percent  in  1967. 

Due  to  production  gains  and  a  hike  in  copper  prices,  the  value  of  exports  was  4.8 
percent  above  the  1967  record.  A  heavy  inflow  of  investment  and  other  capital  offset 
the  trade  deficit,  and  total  foreign  exchange  reserves  rose  from  $126  million  to  $208 
million.  The  adverse  drought  impact,  reflected  in  larger  food  imports  and  a  rise  in 
inflation  should  be  greater  in  1969.  This  may  be  at  least  partially  offset  by  a  con- 
tinuing rise  in  public  and  private  investment. 

With  a  drought  beginning  before  midyear,  the  1968  rainfall  amounted  to  only  one- 
half  or  less  of  normal  throughout  Chile's  agricultural  area.  However,  the  1968  area 
planted  to  principal  crops  was  about  5  percent  larger  than  in  1967  and  growing  con- 
ditions were  favorable  for  wheat  and  other  early  cereal  crops.  The  drought  also  in- 
creased cattle  slaughter.  The  1968  indices  of  agricultural  and  food  production 
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increased  by  about  4  percent  (1957-59=100).   Production  in  1969  will  receive  much  of 
the  drought  impact  and  output  is  expected  to  be  about  15  percent  lower. 

Wheat  plantings  declined  for  the  fourth  year,  but  improved  yields  contributed  to 
a  slightly  larger  1968  harvest;  and  1969  production  may  be  only  slightly  less  due  to 
increased  plantings  in  southern  Chile.  The  area  and  production  of  barley  and  oats  re- 
covered sharply  in  response  to  higher  prices.  A  moderate  shift  from  wheat  increased 
1968  rice  output.  Corn  production  was  near  the  1967  high. 

A  record  sugarbeet  crop  substantially  reduced  Chile's  1968  import  requirements 
for  sugar,  but  a  smaller  rapeseed  crop  was  harvested.  Lower  yields  more  than  offset  a 
moderate  increase  in  potato  plantings,  while  cold  weather  resulted  in  a  slight  drop  in 
deciduous  fruits,  grapes,  and  melons.   Drought  resulted  in  a  serious  reduction  in 
cattle  and  sheep  numbers.   Beef  and  mutton  output  increased  sharply  and,  despite  a 
4-percent  drop  in  milk  production,  output  of  livestock  products  totaled  an  estimated 
5  percent  above  the  high  1967  level. 

Chilean  agricultural  exports  increased  in  1968,  reflecting  larger  shipments  of 
deciduous  fruits,  melons,  and  pulses.  Agricultural  imports  rose  sharply  above  the 
$190  million  registered  for  1967,  as  stocks  were  built  up  to  offset  anticipated 
drought- induced  shortages.   Imports  of  rice,  corn,  and  edible  vegetable  oils  gained 
sizably,  but  purchases  of  meat  and  slaughter  cattle  fell.   Due  to  larger  purchases  of 
grains,  vegetable  oils,  and  breeding  cattle,  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Chile  in  1968 
were  about  40  percent  higher  than  the  low  1967  level  of  $25  million.   Some  further  in- 
crease is  likely  for  U.S.  farm  sales  to  Chile  in  1969. 

Colombia 

The  Colombian  economy  strengthened  in  1968  after  a  period  of  adjustment  to  the 
late  1966  monetary  crisis.  The  return  of  monetary  stability  and  an  improved  agricul- 
tural and  trade  situation  were  important  contributors  to  a  5.5-percent  rise  in  real 
GNP,  compared  with  about  4  percent  for  1967.   Business  and  construction  activity  con- 
tinued a  steady  recovery,  and  an  increased  inflow  of  foreign  funds  permitted  an  ex- 
pansion in  investment  projects.'  The  trade  diversification  program  maintained  the  rise 
in  exports  and,  despite  some  import  liberalization,  yearend  gold  and  foreign  reserves 
more  than  doubled  those  a  year  earlier. 

Growing  conditions  were  excellent  and  Colombian  agriculture  was  stimulated  by 
strong  domestic  demand  for  food  and  by  Government- sponsored  programs  to  expand  minor 
exports.  The  index  of  agricultural  production  increased  to  a  record  128,  exceeding  the 
1967  high  by  6  percent  (1957-59=100).  Although  livestock  production  continued  to  lag, 
the  index  of  food  production  advanced  more  than  6  percent  and  the  per-capita  index  re- 
covered to  the  1965  level  of  99. 

High  support  prices  encouraged  expanded  wheat  plantings.  Yield  improvement  con- 
tinued and  the  1968  production  jumped  about  50  percent  above  the  1967  low.   A  downtrend 
in  the  rice  area  continued  under  the  Government  program  to  shift  from  dryland  to  irri- 
gated rice,  but  improved  yields  resulted  in  a  1968  harvest  which  exceeded  the  1967 
record  by  about  18  percent.   Corn  production  was  down  slightly  due  to  a  shift  in  area 
to  cotton  and  other  crops. 

Cotton  production  continued  upward  in  response  to  increased  incentives.  Fiber 
and  seed  production  exceeded  the  1967  record  by  more  than  one- fourth.   Production  of 
soybeans  and  african  palm  kernels  were  higher  and,  although  sesame  seed  declined 
sharply,  output  of  vegetable  oils  increased  in  1968.  Coffee  production  was  near  the 
high  1967  level.   Increased  domestic  demand,  a  higher  U.S.  sugar  quota,  and  the  push 
to  increase  "minor  exports"  resulted  in  a  record  sugarcane  harvest.  Meat  production 
increased  about  2  percent  in  1968  and  milk  maintained  an  uptrend,  estimated  near  3 
percent. 
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Agricultural  production  contributed  to  a  significant  recovery  in  Colombia's 
foreign  trade  in  1968.  Coffee  exports  were  up  about  7  percent  and  shipments  of  sugar 
reached  record  levels.  Larger  wheat  imports  were  influenced  by  trade  liberalization 
and  the  low  level  of  supplies  when  the  year  began.  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from 
Colombia  in  1968  were  slightly  below  the  1967  level,  but  exports  to  Colombia  were  up 
$8  million  to  $33  million  due,  principally,  to  larger  wheat  shipments  under  the  U.S. 
Food- for- Peace  Program. 

Ecuador 

Ecuador  continued  a  period  of  favorable  economic  expansion  and  stability  in  1968, 
despite  serious  agricultural  damage  from  drought.  Real  GNP  growth  was  estimated  near 
the  1967  rate  of  5  percent.  However,  imports  increased  sharply  as  an  export  slowdown 
contributed  to  a  17- percent  drop  in  gold  and  foreign  exchange  reserves.  Trade  and 
monetary  problems  continue  and,  despite  some  rise  in  foreign  capital  inflow,  may 
restrict  economic  growth  in  1969. 

Severe  drought  covered  the  important  coastal  and  southern  provinces.  Although 
growing  conditions  were  favorable  in  other  regions,  the  1968  index  of  agricultural 
production  was  estimated  at  141,  nearly  5  percent  below  the  1967  record,  while  food 
production  was  estimated  about  4  percent  lower. 

Due  to  drought,  the  1968  rice  crop  was  down  about  30  percent  with  a  significant 
reduction  in  cotton  and  oilseeds.  The  1968  coffee  and  cocoa  bean  harvests  were  also 
much  lower.  However,  the  wheat  and  potato  crops,  principally  high land- grown,  were 
larger,  and  1968  sugarcane  production  reached  an  alltime  high.  Output  of  livestock 
products  trended  up. 

Ecuador's  1968  banana  exports  were  estimated  slightly  below  1967,  but  coffee  ship- 
ments were  larger  and  the  sales  of  cocoa  beans  and  sugar  reached  new  records.  Easing 
of  import  controls  resulted  in  a  significant  rise  in  agricultural  imports.  U.S.  agri- 
cultural imports  from  Ecuador  dropped  12  percent  in  1968  but  U.S.  farm  exports  to 
Ecuador  were  up  almost  13  percent  due  to  a  rise  in  wheat  and  tallow  sales. 

The  1969  outlook  is  for  increased  production  of  most  crops  and  livestock  products. 
Rice  production  is  an  estimated  50  to  60  percent  above  the  low  1968  level,  and  some 
recovery  is  seen  for  oilseeds.  Sugar  production  and  exports  may  be  higher  but  the  1968 
drought  may  again  affect  coffee  production. 

Peru 

Agricultural  output  declined  again  in  1968  as  Peru  imposed  an  austerity  program 
to  stabilize  its  economy  following  the  serious  monetary  crisis  of  late  1967.  The  real 
GNP  growth  rate  dipped  to  a  low  near  2  percent  which  compared  with  a  3. 9- percent  rise 
in  1967  and  a  growth  average  near  6  percent  for  the  previous  10  years.  Peru  faces 
another  difficult  year  in  1969  but  an  improved  trade  situation  and  a  slowing  of  in- 
flation have  brightened  prospects  for  a  moderate  economic  recovery. 

The  Peruvian  sol  was  devalued  by  45  percent  in  late  1967  to  reduce  a  growing 
balance- of- payments  deficit.  In  1968,  the  Government  introduced  tax  reforms  and  a 
strong  program  to  cut  back  public  expenditures.  The  austerity  program  also  imposed 
restrictions  on  credit  and  a  temporary  prohibition  upon  imports,  followed  by  a  10- per- 
cent surcharge  on  the  c.i.f.  value  of  many  products,  including  some  agricultural  com- 
modities. 

Consumer  spending  and  investment  were  curtailed  by  the  austerity  program  and  by 
uncertainty  over  the  October  change  in  governments.  However,  the  cost  of  living 
stabilized  after  rising  22  percent  from  January  to  August  1968.  The  1967  devaluation, 
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along  with  some  improvement  in  world  prices,  stimulated  exports  particularly  of  fish- 
meal,  copper,  and  silver.   Imports  dropped  sharply  from  the  1967  level,  although  pur- 
chases of  agricultural  products  were  increased  to  meet  drought- induced  emergency  needs. 
The  1968  trade  resulted  in  an  export  surplus — the  first  since  1964- -estimated  to  exceed 
$200  million. 

Northern  Peru  experienced  drought,  reported  to  be  the  most  severe  in  this  century, 
which  resulted  in  critical  shortages  of  irrigation  water  and  lower  production  of  many 
food  crops.  Despite  some  recovery  in  cotton  output  from  the  1967  low,  the  1968  index 
of  agricultural  production  was  estimated  down  nearly  2  percent.  The  food  production 
index  dropped  nearly  6  percent  below  the  record  1967  level  and  the  per  capita  index 
was  at  the  lowest  level  in  recent  years.  Moisture  conditions  in  food- producing  high- 
land areas  were  reported  near  normal  early  this  year.   However,  there  were  indications 
that  agricultural  output  may  continue  a  decline  in  1969  due  to  shortages  of  irrigation 
water  in  the  Coastal  region. 

A  reduction  in  area  lowered  the  1968  rice  crop  to  one-half  the  1967  record  as 
scarce  water  supplies  were  diverted  to  cotton  and  sugar.  The  northern  drought  also 
reduced  the  highland  wheat  crop  by  more  than  20  percent.   Corn  production  dropped 
about  12  percent  below  the  1967  record  as  lower  prices  encouraged  mid-Coastal  producers 
to  shift  back  to  cotton.   Drought  conditions  were  also  reflected  in  a  lowered  output 
of  some  livestock  products,  particularly  beef  and  milk. 

Cotton  production  benefited  from  the  larger  area  seeded  to  Tanguis  (long- staple) 
in  the  Central  Coastal  areas  and  from  unusually  favorable  growing  conditions  which  in- 
creased yields  for  the  Northern  Pima  (extra-long)  crop.  The  1968  harvest  was  an  esti- 
mated 105,000  tons,  18  percent  above  the  1967  low  but  well  below  the  high  levels  of 
previous  years.   Sugar  production  continued  near  the  previous  year's  level  but  the 

1968  drought  is  expected  to  cut  back  the  1969  harvest.  Unfavorable  growing  conditions 
in  some  areas  maintained  coffee  production  near  the  1967' s  reduced  level  but  a  record 

1969  harvest  is  likely. 

The  value  of  agricultural  exports  recovered  in  1968  and  imports  continued  upward. 
Cotton  export  values  were  near  the  1967  level  though  actual  shipments  were  down 
slightly.   Despite  less  volume,  the  value  of  sugar  exports  rose  17  percent,  based  on 
increased  shipments  to  the  United  States;  and  a  21- percent  increase  in  value  of  coffee 
shipments  reflected  expanded  trade  with  new  markets.   Agricultural  imports  were  up  9 
percent  to  $150  million  on  the  strength  of  larger  takings  of  wheat,  rice,  and  vegetable 
oils.  However,  due  to  lower  grain  shipments,  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Peru  dropped 
to  about  one-half  the  record  achieved  in  1967.  A  rise  is  expected  for  Peruvian  agri- 
cultural imports  in  1969  but  the  United  States  exports  to  Peru  may  be  limited  by  con- 
tinued strong  competition,  particularly  from  Argentina. 

Uruguay 

Despite  early  drought,  a  1968  recovery  in  agriculture  contributed  to  stabilization 
of  the  Uruguayan  economy  following  the  1967  crisis.  However,  labor  problems  and  in- 
flation held  1968  GNP  near  the  reduced  1967  level.  Uruguay  faces  another  difficult  year 
but  a  slowing  of  inflation  and  an  improved  trade  situation  indicate  a  possible  recovery 
in  1969. 

The  cost  of  living  increased  66  percent  in  1968,  compared  with  a  record  136  per- 
cent in  1967,  but  restrictions  on  wages,  prices,  credit,  and  public  spending  held  the 
increase  to  6  percent  in  the  last  half  of  the  year.  Exports  increased  by  19  percent 
and  imports  fell  5  percent,  providing  a  small  trade  surplus  in  contrast  to  the  1967 
deficit.  Uruguayan  currency  stabilized  at  250  pesos  per  U.S.  dollar  after  its  13- per- 
cent devaluation  in  April.  The  balance- of- payments  position  was  also  improved  by 
negotiation  of  foreign  credits,  and  gold  and  foreign  exchange  reserves  increased  about 
10  percent  during  1968. 
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Drought  reduced  yields  of  crops  harvested  early  in  1968.  Later  crops  and  pastures 
benefited  from  improved  moisture  conditions.  The  1968  index  of  agricultural  production, 
was  estimated  at  108,  or  11  percent  above  1967,  but  still  below  other  recent  years. 
Crop  production  increased  nearly  one- third  and  livestock  products  were  about  6  percent 
above  1967. 

Unusually  dry,  hot  weather  resulted  in  a  sharp  drop  in  1968  production  of  corn  and 
sunflowerseed,  and  the  rice  harvest  was  about  10  percent  below  the  1967  record.  Due 
to  an  increase  in  both  harvested  area  and  yields,  wheat,  barley,  and  oats  crops  were 
more  than  double  1967.  Flaxseed  production  also  increased  and  sugarbeet  production 
was  near  a  record  level. 

Drought  induced  a  rise  in  livestock  slaughter  early  in  1968.  Later  cattle 
slaughter  was  encouraged  by  strong  demand  and  good  pasture;  and  beef  production  was  up 
20  percent.  Increased  slaughter  raised  mutton  and  lamb  output  by  5  percent;  and  the 
decline  in  herd  numbers  reduced  wool  output.  Milk  production  responded  to  improved 
pasture  conditions  although  output  was  still  about  11  percent  below  1966. 

Uruguay's  1968  exports  of  meat  nearly  doubled  the  low  level  of  1967,  reflecting 
higher  production,  the  lifting  of  the  U.K.  import  ban,  and  increased  sales  of  cooked 
beef  to  the  United  States.  Reduced  Uruguayan  supplies  resulted  in  large  1968  imports 
of  wheat  and  feedgrains.  As  a  result,  U.S.  agricultural  exports  to  Uruguay  jumped  from 
$2  million  in  1967  to  about  $20  million  in  1968.  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from 
Uruguay  increased  74  percent,  reflecting  a  recovery  in  wool  shipments  and  a  sharp  rise 
in  takings  of  cooked  beef. 

Venezuela 

The  Venezuelan  economy  maintained  a  high  level  of  activity  in  1968,  despite  a 
slower  expansion  in  agriculture  and  the  petroleum  industry.  Real  GNP  growth  was  esti- 
mated near  the  1967  rate  of  5  percent  with  largest  gains  in  trade,  services,  and  con- 
struction. Petroleum  exports  were  higher  in  1968  and,  despite  an  8-percent  rise  in 
value  of  imports,  gold  and  foreign  exchange  holdings  increased  about  6  percent. 
Another  favorable  year  is  expected  in  1969  but  the  growth  rate  may  be  less  than  for  the 
previous  2  years. 

Agricultural  growth  slowed  in  1968,  interrupting  a  strong  4-year  uptrend.  A  3- 
percent  rise  in  crops  was  largely  offset  by  lower  output  estimated  for  livestock 
products.  The  index  of  agricultural  production  increased  about  1  percent  to  162,  and 
the  food  production  index  of  173  approximated  the  1967  record  (1957-59=100). 

Government  efforts  to  reduce  the  rice  surplus  encouraged  some  shift  to  other  crops 
and  1968  rice  production  was  about  7  percent  below  the  1967  record.  The  corn  area  con- 
tinued to  expand  in  response  to  good  demand,  and  production  increased  12  percent  to  a 
new  high.  Production  also  increased  for  other  food  crops,  including  beans  and  potatoes; 
and  sugar  production  was  a  record,  up  about  4  percent.  Output  of  beef  and  milk  declined 
from  record  1967  levels  while  pork  production  continued  a  slight  rise. 

Sales  of  coffee  and  cocoa  beans,  Venezuela's  principal  exports,  declined  slightly 
in  1968  but  sugar  shipments  were  larger.  Imports  of  wheat  were  up  slightly  from  1967 
while  purchases  of  fruits  and  fats  and" oils  declined.  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from 
Venezuela  continued  to  decline  in  1968  and  U.S.  farm  exports  to  Venezuela  continued 
near  the  1967  record. 


14 


Other  South  America 

The  Bolivian  economy  achieved  a  4. 5- percent  increase  in  GNP  in  1968,  but  failed 
to  match  the  previous  year's  6- percent  growth  rate  because  of  weakened  world  tin  prices, 
Growth  also  slowed  in  Guyana  and  Paraguay  due  to  reduced  agricultural  production. 

Output  of  Bolivian  tin  and  petroleum  increased  modestly,  but  the  value  of  tin  ex- 
ports fell  somewhat  so  that  total  exports  declined  slightly  in  1968.  Guyana's  bauxite 
industry  continued  its  expansion,  but  at  a  slower  rate,  while  increased  stocks  from 
late- 1967  crops  boosted  exports.   Paraguay's  exports  fell  sharply  because  of  reduced 
output  of  agricultural  and  related  products  and  because  of  unfavorable  marketing  con- 
ditions. Although  imports  in  these  countries  were  restrained,  compared  with  1967, 
substantial  foreign  credits  helped  to  maintain  yearend  1968  foreign  exchange  reserves 
near  1967  levels. 

The  end  of  a  3-year  drought  in  the  Bolivian  Uplands  and  the  success  of  several 
Government  programs  helped  total  agricultural  output  recover  3  percent  to  an  index  of 
110  (1957-59=100)  in  1968.  Drought,  however,  contributed  to  a  7-percent  decline  in 
agricultural  production  in  both  Guyana  and  Paraguay  where  the  indices  reached  114  and 
117,  respectively. 

Bolivia's  first  good  wheat  harvest  since  1964,  aided  by  new  seed  varieties  and  a 
recovery  in  barley  and  potato  outturn  contributed  to  a  4-percent  rise  in  crop  pro- 
duction. The  rice  crop  slightly  exceeded  the  1967  record  harvest,  while  sugarcane 
production  changed  little.  Guyana's  sugarcane  and  rice  harvests  were  down  from  record 
1967  levels,  but  improved  weather  should  bring  recovery  in  1969.   Drought  brought  a 
sharp  reduction  in  Paraguay's  production  of  corn  and  sugarcane,  but  there  was  a 
dramatic  increase  in  wheat  output  in  response  to  the  National  Wheat  Program.  Another 
substantial  increase  in  wheat  plantings  is  forecast  for  1969. 

Bolivian  production  of  livestock  products  about  equaled  the  1967  level,  though 
milk  output  gained  slight  as  a  result  of  improved  pasture  conditions.   Paraguayan  beef 
production  fell  8  percent  when  low  cattle  prices  resulted  in  a  25- percent  reduction  in 
the  export-cattle  slaughter  to  170,000  head.   Prospects  are  not  good  for  1969,  although 
the  export- cattle- slaughter  quota  has  been  set  again  at  250,000  head. 

Paraguayan  exports  of  tung  oil  and  cotton  also  declined  sharply ,  but  tobacco  ship- 
ments rose.  Larger  Guayanan  sugar  exports  helped  offset  a  modest  loss  in  rice  sales. 
U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Bolivia  and  Paraguay  about  equaled  the  1967  levels.  An 
increase  in  the  U.S.  sugar  quota  helped  boost  U.S.  agricultural  imports  from  Guyana  by 
more  than  half.  An  increase  in  U.S.  wheat  exports  to  Paraguay  offset  a  decline  in  U.S. 
agricultural  exports  to  Bolivia;  and  U.S.  farm  exports  to  Guyana  were  down  somewhat. 
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Table  1. --Population,  gross  national  product,  and  gold  and  foreign  exchange  holdings  of  Western  Hemisphere  countries 

and  regions,  annual  1967-68  1/ 
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1967  5/ 

1968  6/ 

'  Change 

:-  -  -  Thousands  -  -  - 

Percent 

-  -  Million  dollars  -  - 

Percent 

-  -  Million  dollars  -  - 

Percent 

Canada 

,   :  20,441 

20,850 

2.0 

58,251 

60,290 

3.5 

2 

,709 

3 

,041 

12.3 

Mexico 

.   :  45,671 

47,269 

3.5 

24,131 

25,820 

7.0 

586 

657 

12.1 

North  America 

.   :   66,112 

68,119 

3.0 

82,382 

86,110 

4.5 

3 

,295 

3 

,698 

12.2 

Barbados.  .  .  . 

:     262 

265 

1.1 

98 

103 

5.0 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Cuba 

.   :   8,037 

8,246 

2.6 

3,070 

2,980 

-2.9 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Dominican  Republ 

lc  :   3,889 

4,025 

3.5 

1,055 

1,097 

4.0 

32 

36 

12.5 

Haiti  

.   :   4,581 

4,672 

2.0 

345 

340 

-1.4 

2 

3 

50.0 

Jamaica  .... 

,   :   1,876 

1,930 

2.9 

958 

1,015 

5.9 

102 

142 

39.2 

Trinidad  &  Tobagi 

3  :   1,016 

1,046 

3.0 

808 

865 

7.0 

30 

49 

63.3 

Other  Caribbean 

.   :   1,564 

1,601 

2.4 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Caribbean  .  . 

:  21,225 

21,785 

2.6 

6,334 

6,400 

1.0 

166 

230 

38.5 

Costa  Rica.  .  . 

:   1,594 

1,650 

3.5 

674 

721 

7.0 

18 

21 

16.7 

El  Salvador 

:   3,082 

3,193 

3.6 

882 

935 

6.0 

55 

62 

12.7 

Guatemala  . 

:   4,913 

5,070 

3.2 

1,417 

1,492 

5.3 

65 

66 

1.5 

Honduras.  . 

:   2,445 

2,528 

3.4 

577 

619 

7.3 

25 

32 

28.0 

Nicaragua  . 

.   :   1,783 

1,845 

3.5 

641 

667 

4.0 

32 

41 

28.1 

Panama.  .  . 

:   1,329 

1,373 

3.3 

780 

833 

6.8 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Other  Cent.  Amer 

Lea:     148 

152 

2.7 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

Central  Americ< 

i  :   15,294 

15,811 

3.4 

4,971 

5,267 

5.9 

195 

222 

13.8 

Argentina  .  .  . 

:   23,031 

23,423 

1.7 

15,166 

15,894 

4.8 

727 

760 

4.5 

Bolivia  . 

:   4,337 

4,441 

2.4 

719 

751 

4.5 

38 

30 

-21.1 

Brazil. 

:   85,655 

88,225 

3.0 

21,801 

23,218 

6.5 

199 

257 

29.1 

Chile  . 

:   8,970 

9,176 

2.3 

5,343 

5,477 

2.5 

126 

208 

65.1 

Colombia 

:   19,191 

19,805 

3.2 

5,355 

5,650 

5.5 

83 

173 

108.4 

Ecuador 

:   5,429 

5,614 

3.4 

1,208 

1,268 

5.0 

69 

57 

-17.4 

Guyana. 

:     684 

703 

2.8 

223 

234 

4.9 

19 

24 

26.3 

Paraguay 

:   2,161 

2,228 

3.1 

485 

495 

2.0 

12 

12 

0 

Peru.  . 

:   12,385 

12,768 

3.1 

5,137 

5,240 

2.0 

126 

93 

-26.2 

Uruguay 

:   2,783 

2,826 

1.5 

1,525 

1,525 

0 

175 

194 

10.9 

Venezuela 

:   9,352 

9,679 

3.5 

8,651 

9,084 

5.0 

872 

922 

5.7 

Other  So.  Americ. 

i  :     418 

432 

3.3 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

n.a. 

South  America 

:  174,396 

179,320 

2.8 

65,613 

68,836 

4.9 

2 

,446 

2 

,730 

11.6 

Latin  America  . 

,   :  256,586 

264,185 

3.0 

101,049 

106,323 

5.2 

3 

,393 

3 

,839 

13.1 

Western  Hemisphei 

-e  :  277,027 

285,035 

2.9 

159,300 

166,613 

4.6 

6 

,102 

6 

,880 

12.7 

1/   Regional  totals  include  only  those  countries  and  areas  listed  for  which  individaul  data  are  shown.  2/   Total  of 
gold,  foreign  exchange  holdings,  and  reserve  positions  in  International  Monetary  Fund.  Z_l   Preliminary  estimates  in 
local  currency  converted  to  U.S.  dollar  equivalents  using  the  average  end  of  quarter  free  or  principal  import  rates 
of  exchange.   4/  Forecasts  using  estimates  of  real  growth  applied  to  1967  estimated.  _5/  Year  end.  b_l   End  of  Dec- 
ember except  end  of  November  for  Nicaragua  and  end  of  October  for  Peru. 


Sources: 


IMF.   International  Financial  Statistics;  Economic  Research  Service,  USDA;  U.S.  Agency  for  International 
Development;  and  official  Government  reports. 
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Total 

Per  capita 

:    Agricultural    • 

Food 

:    Agricultural    : 

Food 

'.   1966  :  1967  :  1968  !  1966  : 

:  1967  : 

1968 

.  1966  :  1967  :  1968  .  1966  : 

:  1967  : 

1968 

:   145    125    133    146 

127 
156 

134 
166 

124    105    109    125 
111    108    111    117 

106 
115 

110 

:   145    146    156    153 

118 

133 


142 


148 


136 


145 


115 


102 


106 


117 


151 


152 


137 


140 


150 


110 


113 


110 


106 


105 


104 


108 


Table  2. --Indices  of  total  and  per  capita  volume  of  agricultural  and  food  production  of  Western  Hemisphere  countries 

and  regions,  1966-68  1/ 

(1957-59  =  100) 


Country 


Canada.  .  

Mexico.  ...........  :  145 

North  America :  145 

Cuba :  75 

Dominican  Republic :  103 

Haiti :  85 

Jamaica :  124 

Trinidad  &  Tobago :  110 

Caribbean :  85 

Costa  Rica :  129 

El  Salvador :  131 

Guatemala :  147 

Honduras :  126 

Nicaragua :  192 

Panama :  135 

Central  America :  143 

Argentina  .....  :  111 

Bolivia :  111 

Brazil :  126 

Chile :  113 

Colombia :  116 

Ecuador :  138 

Guyana :  124 

Paraguay.  ..........  :  110 

Peru :  130 

Uruguay :  110 

Venezuela :  151 

South  America :  123 

Latin  America  2/ :  123 

Hemisphere. :  127 

1/   Revised  data  for  1966  and  1967,  preliminary  for  1968.   2/  Production  for  23  countries  shown. 


87 

80 

76 

90 

81 

63 

71 

64 

64 

73 

64 

101 

98 

105 

101 

101 

78 

73 

69 

79 

73 

71 

83 

81 

93 

90 

87 

73 

70 

67 

80 

76 

72 

116 

110 

123 

115 

109 

106 

97 

89 

105 

96 

88 

111 

120 

111 

110 

119 

87 

86 

90 

88 

85 

90 

93 

87 

87 

95 

89 

70 

75 

68 

72 

76 

70 

136 

152 

122 

129 

146 

96 

98 

106 

91 

93 

102 

143 

134 

135 

133 

144 

102 

108 

97 

105 

100 

105 

157 

155 

140 

140 

147 

113 

117 

112 

108 

104 

106 

138 

143 

128 

135 

145 

97 

103 

103 

99 

101 

105 

190 

192 

173 

178 

187 

148 

142 

138 

134 

133 

135 

137 

144 

135 

137 

145 

105 

103 

105 

105 

103 

106 

108 


119 

111 

113 

124 

115 

98 

103 

95 

99 

108 

98 

107 

110 

110 

107 

110 

93 

87 

88 

92 

87 

88 

135 

132 

143 

154 

153 

100 

104 

98 

113 

118 

114 

115 

120 

113 

116 

121 

94 

94 

96 

94 

95 

96 

121 

128 

125 

128 

136 

90 

91 

93 

97 

96 

99 

148 

141 

135 

143 

138 

107 

111 

102 

104 

107 

100 

122 

114 

124 

123 

114 

99 

95 

86 

99 

96 

86 

126 

117 

107 

117 

106 

88 

97 

88 

85 

90 

79 

127 

125 

133 

138 

131 

103 

97 

93 

105 

106 

97 

97 

108 

114 

98 

115 

99 

86 

94 

102 

87 

101 

160 

162 

160 

172 

173 

114 

117 

114 

121 

126 

122 

130 

127 

132 

141 

139 

99 

102 

97 

106 

110 

106 

130 

129 

130 

139 

138 

98 

101 

97 

104 

108 

104 

129 

130 

134 

136 

137 

102 

100 

98 

107 

106 

104 
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Table  3. — Fertilizer  use,  in  nutrient  equivalent,  for  Western  Hemisphere  countries,  average  1963-65  and  annual  1966 

and  1967  1/ 


Country 

1              N            ! 

:        P  0          : 
:         2  5         : 

:         K  0         : 
:          2          : 

Total 

.  Average 
:  1963-65 

1966 

1967  ; 

:  Average 
:  1963-65 

;  1966  ; 

1967  ; 

:  Average 
:  1963-65 

;  1966  ; 

1967  ; 

:  Average 
:  1963-65 

I  1966 

I  1967 

Canada.  

:   148 

211 

250 

243 

334 

374 

118 

142 

162 

509 

687 

786 

Mexico.  ..... 

:   207 

272 

320 

50 

67 

97 

9 

15 

22 

266 

354 

439 

Barbados 

:    4 

4 

3 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

Cuba 

:    63 

100 

105 

61 

80 

90 

45 

60 

75 

169 

240 

270 

Dominican  Rep.   . 

:    7 

10 

14 

1 

1 

2/ 

2 

1 

1 

10 

12 

14 

Haiti  

2/ 

2/ 

1 

2/ 

1 

1 

2/ 

1 

1 

2/ 

2 

3 

Jamaica  ..... 

:    8 

8 

7 

2 

2 

2 

6 

6 

8 

16 

16 

17 

Trinidad  &  Tobago 

17 

28 

54 

2/ 

1 

1 

2 

5 

4 

19 

34 

59 

Caribbean  ... 

99 

150 

184 

64 

85 

94 

55 

75' 

92 

208 

310 

370 

Costa  Rica.  ... 

18 

10 

11 

12 

12 

12 

4 

10 

10 

34 

32 

33 

El  Salvador  .  .  . 

25 

20 

23 

8 

8 

9 

8 

5 

8 

41 

33 

40 

Guatemala  .... 

10 

7 

8 

5 

5 

5 

3 

2 

3 

18 

14 

16 

Honduras 

7 

7 

8 

2/ 

1 

1 

"2/ 

1 

1 

7 

9 

10 

Nicaragua  .... 

8 

15 

13 

2/ 

10 

7 

2/ 

4 

2 

8 

29 

22 

Panama.  ..... 

4 

8 

10 

1/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

4 

8 

10 

Central  America 

72 

67 

73 

25 

36 

34 

15 

22 

24 

112 

125 

131 

Argentina  .... 

15 

25 

30 

3 

10 

12 

3 

7 

8 

21 

42 

50 

Bolivia 

1 

1 

1 

2/ 

1 

1 

1 

2/ 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Brazil 

54 

71 

68 

90 

89 

90 

77 

100 

92 

221 

260 

250 

Chile 

32 

33 

53 

60 

63 

83 

13 

20 

20 

105 

116 

156 

Colombia.  .... 

43 

45 

60 

46 

56 

56 

40 

30 

35 

129 

131 

151 

Ecuador  

6 

5 

6 

5 

7 

8 

4 

3 

4 

15 

15 

18 

Guyana 

5 

6 

5 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

9 

9 

9 

Paraguay 

Peru 

2/ 
67 

2/ 
64 

2/ 
80 

2/ 
24 

1 

14 

1 
16 

2/ 
7 

2/ 
6 

2/ 
8 

2/ 
98 

1 

84 

1 
104 

Uruguay  : 

11 

8 

13 

20 

21 

21 

4 

5 

6 

35 

34 

40 

Venezuela  .  .  .  .  : 

17 

26 

31 

6 

8 

10 

6 

10 

10 

29 

44 

51 

South  America  .  : 

251 

284 

347 

256 

272 

300 

157 

182 

186 

664 

738 

833 

Latin  America  .  .  : 

619 

773 

924 

395 

460 

525 

236 

294 

324 

1,250 

1,527 

1,773 

1/   Split  year  ending  on  June  30  of  year  shown.  2/   500  tons  or  less. 
Sources:  FAO  Yearbook  of  Agriculture  and  Monthly  Bulletin. 
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Table  4. --Price  indices  for  selected  agricultural  commodities,  annual  1966-68 


Price  indices 

Commodity 

Type  of  quotation 

Unit 

Average 
price 

(1957-59= 

=100) 

1955-59 

1966 

;  1967  ; 

1968  XI 

Dollars 

Apples,  U.S.   ....... 

Unit  value  of  exports 

100  lbs. 

8.06 

117 

129 

112 

Bananas,  C.A 

f.o.b.  U.S.  ports 

40- lb  boxes 

2.96 

94 

82 

101 

Beef,  English  longsides 

London  price 

100  lbs. 

28.57 

125 

125 

120 

Cacao,  Brazil 

Unit  value  of  exports 

do 

31.95 

72 

114 

149 

Ghanaian.  ... 

Spot,  ex-warehouse  N.Y. 

do 

34.48 

71 

85 

145 

Coffee,  Colombian  MAMs 

New  York  price 

do 

59.98 

79 

70 

71 

Brazil  Santos  #4 

do 

do 

52.00 

78 

73 

72 

Corn,  U.S.  No.  3  Yellow 

2/ 

c.i.f.  United  Kingdom 

ton 

63.20 

104 

85 

77 

Argentina  ... 

do 

do 

69.40 

102 

95 

77 

Cotton,  SM  1-1/16  3/  . 

c.i.f.  Liverpool 

100  lbs. 

34.27 

82 

110 

95 

Oranges  &  tangerines ,  U 

.s. 

Unit  value  of  exports 

do 

6.67 

124 

119 

135 

Rice,  U.S.  milled  4/  . 

f.o.b.  New  Orleans 

do 

9.16 

91 

93 

91 

Soybeans,  U.S.  No.  2  . 

Bulk,  c.i.f.  United  Kingdom 

ton 

101.20 

125 

112 

106 

Soybean  oil,  U.S.  bulk 

Ex- tank,  c.i.f.  Rotterdam 

do 

290.60 

90 

76 

74 

Sugar,  Caribbean  96°  . 

f.o.b.  ship 

100  lbs. 

3.67 

52 

59 

52 

do 

Duty-paid  price  in  N.Y. 

do 

6.18 

118 

119 

123 

Tobacco,  U.S.  leaf  .... 

Av.  price  to  producer 

do 

55.02 

117 

118 

121 

Wheat,  U.S.  No.  2  H.W. 

f.o.b.  Kansas  City 

bushel 

2.15 

80 

81 

66 

Canada,  Manitoba  #1 

f.o.b.  Ft.  Will./Pt.  Arthur 

do 

1.73 

113 

113 

106 

Argentine  

Unit  value  of  exports 

do 

1.66 

97 

108 

112 

Wool,  Argentine  greasy  .  . 

Unit  value  of  exports 

100  lbs. 

46.06 

135 

104 

102 

U.N.  Export  Price  Indices  5/ 
Food 

Agricultural  nonfood.  .  .  . 

Total  agricultural 

Fuels  (mostly  petroleum).  . 
Non-ferrous  base  metals  .  . 
Manufactured  goods 


100 

99 

96 

96 

90 

89 

99 

93 

93 

95 

95 

94 

150 

137 

137 

110 

111 

110 

1/   Covers  available  quotations  in  1968  and  January- September  U.N.  export  price  indices.  2/   U.S.  No.  2  Soft 
Yellow  prior  to  November  1962.  3/   Memphis  area.   4/  Zenith  No.  2,  miller  to  distributor.   5/  Adjusted  to  1955-59 
base.  Total  agricultural  is  a  weighted  average  of  U.N.  food  (0.54)  and  agricultural  nonfood  (0.46)  export  price 
indices. 

Sources:   Price  for  apples,  soybean  oil,  and  oranges  and  tangerines  are  from  ERS,  Foreign  Agricultural  Trade  of 
the  U.S.;  prices  for  beef,  cacao,  coffee,  rice,  tobacco,  wheat  and  wool  are  from  IMF  International 
Financial  Statistics;  wheat,  corn,  bananas,  cotton,  and  sugar  prices  are  from  FAQ  Monthly  Bulletin  of 
Agricultural  Economics  and  Statistics. 
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Table  5. --Area  and  production  of  selected  agricultural  products  by  principal  countries  or  regions  of  the  Western 

Hemisphere,  annual  1966-68  1/ 


Commodity  by  country 


Area  2/ 


1966 


1967 


1968 


Production 


1966 


1967 


1968 


Wheat: 

Canada.  .  .  

Mexico 

Central  America  .  .  . 

Argentina  

Brazil 

Chile  

Uruguay  

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 

Rice,  rough: 

Mexico 

Caribbean  

Panama 

Other  Central  America 

Brazil 

Colombia.  ...... 

Guyana.  ....... 

Peru 

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 

Corn: 

Canada 


Mexico.  . 

Caribbean 
Guatemala 
Honduras. 
Other  Central  America 
Argentina 
Brazil.  . 
Colombia. 
Peru.  .  . 
Venezuela 

Other  South  America 
Total  Latin  America 

Grain  sorghum: 

Mexico 

Caribbean  

Central  America  ... 

Argentina  

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 


12,017 

-  1,000 
12 

hectares 
,189 

11,907 

683 

762 

717 

39 

41 

41 

5,214 

5 

,812 

5,944 

405 

420 

620 

784 

718 

700 

379 

222 

520 

414 

372 

386 

7,918 

8 

,347 

8,928 

165 

167 

167 

217 

229 

217 

132 

130 

135 

131 

146 

154 

4,005 

4 

,291 

5,600 

350 

291 

266 

138 

138 

138 

96 

107 

50 

365 

414 ; 

423 

5,599 

5 

,913 

7,150 

Beans,  dry: 
Canada.  . 


Mexico.  .... 
Caribbean  .  .  . 
Central  America 

Brazil 

Chile  

Other  South  Americ 
Total  Latin  Amer 


ica 


Sweetpotatoes  and  yams 
Mexico.  .... 
Caribbean  ... 
Central  America 
Argentina  .  .  . 

Brazil 

Paraguay.  ... 

Peru 

Other  South  America 
Total  Latin  America 


326 

7,500 

324 

769 

314 

'575 

3,274 

8,703 

700 

377 

467 

895 

23,898 


542 

28 

309 

844 

6 

1,729 


37 

2,200 

93 

285 

3,324 

85 

373 

6,360 


16 

162 

3 

36 

175 

15 

12 

44 

463 


354 

7,584 
316 
748 
410 
580 

3,450 

9,256 
790 
387 
489 

1,003 
25,013 


556 

28 

311 

764 

6 

1,665 


35 

2,241 

87 

360 

3,651 

68 

391 

6,798 


17 
162 

3 
42 

185 
12 
12 
44 

477 


385 

7,800 

312 

777 

425 

592 

3,443 

9,744 

775 

340 

547 

938 

25,693 


600 

28 

341 

1,106 

6 

2,075 


37 

2,250 

88 

382 

3,501 

63 

409 

6,693 


18 

162 

3 

43 

190 

13 

13 

44 

486 


22,516 

1,609 

25 

6,247 

350 

1,167 

329 

376 

10,103 


390 
388 
140 
229 

5,802 
680 
271 
374 
858 

9,132 


1,685 

8,200 
257 
731 
285 
591 

7,040 

11,371 

800 

624 

557 

1,054 
31,510 


1,340 

32 

238 

2,130 

6 

3,746 


61 

1,002 

75 

178 

2,148 

93 

248 

3,744 


147 

712 

30 

362 

1,913 
119 
133 
326 

3,742 


1,000  tons 

16,137 

2,058 

35 

7,320 

360 

1,203 

143 

337 

11,456 


430 
357 
151 
275 

6,792 
662 
213 
461 

1,000 
10,341 


1,882 

8,500 

241 

690 

355 

556 

8,000 

12,824 

850 

638 

604 

1,165 

34,423 


1,242 

32 

231 

1,380 

6 

2,891 


39 


17,686 

1,793 

35 

5,900 

600 

1,254 

484 

381 

10,447 


455 
356 
160 
297 
7,000 
780 
200 
233 
984 
10,465 


2,051 

9,200 
235 
727 
390 
625 

6,560 

12,900 

845 

560 

677 

1,014 
33,733 


1,700 

32 

259 

1,500 

6 

3,497 


44 


1,008 

1,056 

67 

70 

201 

213 

2,554 

2,000 

88 

68 

266 

231 

4,184 

3,638 

162 

172 

710 

714 

30 

30 

444 

379 

2,226 

2,200 

122 

85 

150 

160 

328 

315 

4,172 

4,055 

Continued  -- 
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Table  5 .--Continued 


Area  2/ 

Production 

j    1966 

;    1967    : 

1968    . 

.     1966 

:    1967    : 

1968 

-  1,000  hectares 

Potatoes: 

:     129 

123 

123    : 

:   2,480 

2,120 

2,309 

:      53 

38 

40    : 

:     257 

378 

400 

12 

12 

13    : 

:     135 

137 

139 

!       9 

10 

10    : 

:      52 

53 

55 

165 

164 

184    : 

:   1,484 

1,797 

1,967 

190 

180 

190    : 

:     670 

635 

670 

199 

217 

210    : 

:   1,329 

1,467 

1,500 

77 

100 

77 
110 

80    : 
140 

:     717 

;     760 

717 

800 

710 

900 

255 

272 

275    : 

:   1,499 

1,712 

1,730 

16 

17 

17    : 

:     143 

151 

159 

26 

24 

22    : 

:     136 

84 

86 

Total  Latin  America  

1,102 

1,121 

1,181    : 

:   7,382 

7,931 

8,316 

Cotton: 

Mexico 

701 

689 

720    : 

:     490 

435 

501 

Haiti  

6 

6 

6    : 

:      1 

1 

1 

Guatemala  

85 

88 

94    : 

:      63 

77 

79 

Nicaragua  

151 

146 

140    : 

:    114 

102 

98 

Other  Central  America 

70 

60 

73    : 

:      53 

47 

54 

Brazil 

2,024 

2,266 

2,630    : 

:     561 

445 

600 

Colombia 

170 

172 

204    : 

:      75 

97 

122 

Peru 

225 

200 

188    : 

:    121 

89 

105 

Other  South  America  . 

435 

413 

525    : 

:     144 

113 

112 

Total  Latin  America 

3,867 

4,040 

4,580    : 

:   1,622 

1,406 

1,672 

Peanuts:                        i 

67 
75 

70 
71 

72    : 
71    : 

:      95 
:      76 

100 
70 

104 

69 

1 

1 

1    : 

:      1 

1 

1 

333 

327 

287    : 

:    411 

354 

283 

643 
57 

625 
56 

450    : 

54    : 

:     895 
:      56 

751 
56 

450 

51 

Total  Latin  America  : 

1,176 

1,150 

935    : 

1,534 

1,332 

958 

Soybeans:                        ' 

113 

50 
491 

35 

117 

60 
612 

48 

119  : 

120  : 
550    : 

50    : 

:     245 

:    100 

:     595 
:      52 

220 

121 

716 

80 

246 

250 

Brazil 

625 

85 

Total  specified  L.A.  countries 

576 

720 

720    : 

:     747 

917 

960 

Tobacco: 

53 

25 
67 

57 

23 
62 

53    : 

40    : 
55    : 

:     106 

:      42 
:      61 

97 

45 
60 

99 

62 

53 

13 

12 

10    : 

:     12 

11 

11 

48 

56 

49    : 

:      45 

63 

59 

161 
27 

164 
23 

167    : 

22    : 

:     136 

:     44 

147 
42 

150 

42 

25 

30 

29    : 

:     40 

38 

41 

366 

370 

372    : 

:     370 

406 

418 

1/  Time  reference  is  calendar  year  to  include  crop  harvested  mainly  in  each  year.  Latin  American  total  include 
available  data  for  the  20  Latin  American  countries  plus  Jamaica,  Trinidad  and  Tobago,  and  Guyana.  2/  Seeded  area 
for  Canada;  harvested  area  for  other  countries  insofar  as  possible. 


Sources:   Economic  Research  Service,  USDA;  and  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  USDA. 
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Table  6. --Production  of  selected  agricultural  products  by  principal  countries  or  regions  of  the  Western  Hemisphere, 

annual  1966-68  1/ 


Commodity  by  country 

Production          : 

•         Production 

.   1966 

:   1967   : 

1968   . 

.   1966 

:   1967   : 

1968 

Cassava  (yuca)  : 

:     308 
:  24,710 
:     840 
:   1,498 
:   1,418 
:  28,774 

:     148 

:   2 , 105 
:   4,491 
:     670 
:   1,223 
:     580 
:   1,021 
:   4,361 
:     576 
:     855 
360 
:     831 
17,073 

954 
376 

1,119 
207 
388 

3,044 

978 

872 

736 

1,270 

590 

89 

7,117 

2,500 

2,287 

16,439 

159 
89 

345 
1,200 

456 

162 
2,411 

1,000  tons 

307 

27,268 

850 

1,543 

1,508 

31,476 

135 

2,430 

5,625 

796 

724 

696 

776 

4,465 

674 

760 

382 

894 

18,222 

818 
367 

1,015 
153 
362 

2,715 

986 

822 

784 
1,195 

600 

91 

8,056 

2,500 

2,381 

17,415 

168 
90 

399 
1,380 

480 

171 
2,689 

310  i 

26,000  : 

900  : 

1,504  : 

1,522  : 

30,236  : 

123  : 

2,306  : 

5,100  : 

662  : 

789  : 

707  : 

912  : 

4,605  : 

742  : 

750  : 

397  : 

937  : 

17,907  : 

946  : 
383  : 

1,170  : 
180  : 
379  : 

3,058  : 

1,000  : 

770  : 

1,064  : 

1,255  : 

650  : 

91  : 

8,300  : 

2,500  : 

2,370  : 

18,000  : 

174  : 
95  : 
360  : 
990  : 
480  : 
166  : 
2,265  : 

:  Cocoa  beans: 

:     20 
:     28 
:      11 
:      10 
:     173 
:      53 
:     21 
:      17 
:     333 

:      6 
:     200 
:     86 
:      68 
:     360 

:     846 

:     510 

214 

:     167 

2,321 

1,452 

365 

261 

619 

5,909 

466 

231 

53 

45 

233 

665 

229 

1,456 

8,337 

'  4,480 

858 

1,067 

5,111 

6,889 

855 

2,020 

2,602 

23,882 

1,000  tons  - 

21 

29 

13 

8 

145 
70 
24 
18 

328 

6 
180 

81 

72 
339 

827 

480 
213 

171 
2,570 
1,506 

371 

241 

630 
6,182 

535 

253 

55 

44 

212 

668 

243 

1,475 

8,303 

4,631 

852 
1,106 
4,649 
7,023 

855 

2,080 

2,501 

23,697 

22 

Brazil  

:   Dominican  Republic 
:   Other  Caribbean  . 
:   Central  America  . 
:   Brazil.  ..... 

31 
13 

Paraguay  

11 
130 

Total  Latin  America 

55 

25 

Sugar,  cent:  (raw  vali 

ie) 

:   Other  South  America 
:     Total  Latin  Americ<_ 

21 

308 

Cuba 

i 

i 
: 

7 

Dominican  Republic 
Other  Caribbean.  . 

166 
75 

Central  America.  . 
Argentina 

:   Other  South  America 
:     Total  Latin  Americ; 

:  Beef  and  veaf: 

78 
326 

868 

Other  South  America. 

530 

Tnfal  T.afin  Amprira 

222 

:   Central  America  .  .  , 

181 
2,600 

:   Brazil 

1,550 

Central  America.  .  . 

378 

289 

Other  South  America. 
Total  Latin  America 

Bananas :               i 

:   Other  South  America  . 
:     Total  Latin  Americe 

:  Pork: 

621 
6,371 

506 

Mexico  

260 

58 

:   Central  America  .  .  . 

47 
186 

Other  Central  America   : 

660 

Brazil  ; 

Ecuador  2/ : 

Other  South  America.    : 
Total  Latin  America   . 

:   Other  South  America  . 
:     Total  Latin  America 

:  Milk: 

247 

1,458 

8,378 

Coffee:                : 

4,700 

854 

Central  America.  .  .   : 
Brazil  : 

:   Central  America  ... 

1,150 
4,600 

:   Brazil 

6,900 

Other  South  America.    : 

:   Chile  

825 

Total  Latin  America  r 

2,140 

:   Other  South  America  . 
:     Total  Latin  America 

2,521 
23,690 

1/   Time  reference  is  calendar  year  to  include  crop  harvested  mainly  in  each  year  except  that  cocoa  beans  and  coffee 
are  harvests  beginning  in  years  shown.  Latin  American  totals  include  available  data  for  the  20  Latin  American 
countries,  plus  Guyana,  Jamaica,  and  Trinidad  and  Tobago.  2/   Exportable- type  only,  il   Excludes  wool  exported  on 
sheepskins. 


Sources:  Economic  Research  Service,  USDA;  and  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  USDA. 
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Table  7. — Total  agricultural  exports  and  imports  of  selected  Western  Hemisphere  countries,  annual  value,  1964-66 


Country 

Exports  1/ 

Imports  1/ 

:     1964 

:     1965     : 

1966     . 

:     1964 

:     1965     : 

1966 

Million  dollars  - 
990.3 

Canada 

:   1,873.3 

1,782.3 

2,048.0    : 

:      999.0 

1,005.9 

:     637.4 

683.3 

613.8    : 

:      116.7 

116.4 

110.9 

:      27.9 

27.7 

22.3    : 

:      19.6 

21.4 

2.8 

Dominican  Republic.  . 

:     164.6 

109.3 

121.0    : 

:      45.1 

27.1 

33.4 

:      26.5 

24.5 

2/27.9    : 

:       6.8 

8.9 

2/8.6 

95.7 

87.8 

89.3    : 

:      67.6 

65.8 

71.0 

Trinidad  &  Tobago  .  . 

:      41.2 

41.8 

35.2    : 

:      55.5 

58.9 

59.6 

Caribbean  3/.  .  .  . 

:     355.9 

291.1 

295.7    : 

:      194.6 

182.1 

175.4 

!      98.1 

93.9 

109.8    : 

:      14.9 

17.2 

20.0 

147.7 

155.0 

141.2    : 

:       28.8 

32.2 

36.7 

140.4 

159.2 

181.6    : 

:       22.4 

27.2 

20.6 

72.7 

91.5 

118.3    : 

:       12.5 

13.4 

17.4 

107.0 

126.8 

116.3    : 

:       14.3 

17.1 

19.3 

34.0 

43.8 

50.6    : 

:       21.6 

20.9 

22.0 

Central  America  3/. 

599.9 

670.2 

717.8    : 

:     114.5 

128.0 

136.0 

Argentina  

1,285.5 

1,397.6 

1,474.1    : 

:      97.3 

112.7 

110.5 

3.6 

4.7 

2/4.0    : 

:      26.9 

26.4 

24.0 

Brazil 

1,184.6 

1,239.8 

1,396.6    : 

:      315.2 

222.2 

290.1 

58.3 

35.9 

56.6    : 

:      176.6 

172.2 

166.2 

429.7 

401.2 

382.9    : 

:      65.7 

56.6 

94.3 

143.0 

168.3 

174.2    : 

:      20.2 

17.3 

14.4 

51.8 

46.1 

50.5    : 

16.7 

13.4 

13.9 

36.7 

42.5 

33.2    : 

:       6.8 

6.8 

6.7 

372.9 
138.2 

361.7 
163.0 

388.8    : 
143.0    : 

:      96.9 
:      29.1 

121.4 
20.4 

134.1 

44.5 

32.6 

30.7 

34.7    : 

:      176.1 

179.4 

148.1 

South  America  3/.  .   : 

3,736.9 

3,891.5 

4,138.6    \ 

i    1,027.5 

948.8 

1,046.8 

Latin  America  31.   .        : 

5,330.1 

5,536.1 

5,765.9    | 

'.          1,453.3 

1,375.3 

1,469.1 

Hemisphere  31   .    .  .   : 

7,203.4 

7,318.4 

7,813.9    '. 

j    2,452.3 

2,365.6 

2,475.0 

1/   Standard  international  trade  classification:   categories  for  food,  beverages,  and  agricultural  raw  materials, 
including  fish,  natural  rubber,  and  waxes  of  forestry  origin.  2/   Western  Hemisphere  Branch  estimate.  3^1   For 
countries  shown. 


Sources:  FAO  Trade  yearbook,  country  trade  books,  and  official  Government  papers. 
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Table  8.--Exports  and  imports  of  selected  agricultural  commodities  by  principal  countries  or  regions  of  the  Western 

Hemisphere,  annual  1966-68 


Exports  by  country 


1966 
1/ 


1967 
2/ 


1968 
3/ 


Imports  by  country 


1966 
1/ 


1967 
2/ 


1968 
3/ 


Wheat:   4/ 
Canada.  , 


Mexico 

Central  America  .  .  . 
Argentina  ...... 

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 


Rice,  milled: 
Central  America 
Argentina  . 
Brazil.  .  . 
Guyana.  .  . 
Uruguay  .  . 
Venezuela  . 
Other  South  America 
Total  Latin  America 


Corn: 

Mexico 

Caribbean  .  .  . 
Central  America 
Argentina  .  .  . 

Brazil 

Other  South  America 
Total  Latin  America 


Sugar  (raw  value) : 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Dominican  Republic 
Jamaica  ..... 
Trinidad  &  Tobago 
Other  Caribbean  . 
Central  America  . 
Argentina  .... 

Brazil 

Guyana 

Peru 

Other  South  America 
Total  Latin  America 


Coffee,  green: 

Mexico. 

Caribbean  

El  Salvador  

Guatemala  

Other  Central  America 

Brazil 

Colombia.  

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 


-  -  -  1,000  tons  -  

14,849   10,305    9,900 


47  212 

3  1 

5,078  2,079 

134  13 

5,262  2,305 


12 

47 

289 

102 

43 

50 

23 

566 


852 

4 

52 

3,752 

627 

19 

5,306 


478 

4,434 

555 

415 

167 

441 

242 

149 

1,005 

283 

430 

215 

8,814 


So 

44 

95 

112 

101 

1,010 

334 

96 

1,878 


16 

34 

32 

102 

35 

64 

9 

292 


1,254 

4 

49 

4,317 

430 

17 

6,071 


568 

5,680 

600 

353 

163 

418 

266 

57 

1,003 

317 

483 

300 

10,208 


74 

43 

121 

83 

95 

1,004 

366 

105 

1,891 


5/ 
5/ 

2,349 
0 

2,349 


19 
50 

100 

90 

19 

65 

5 

348 


1,000 

4 

56 

2,912 

1,238 
5 

5,215 


574 
4,200 
610 
334 
203 
382 
268 
160 
959 
345 
470 
343 
8,848 


95 

49 

140 

107 

108 

1,156 

390 

110 

2,155 


Wheat:  4/ 

Mexico.  .... 
Cuba 

Jamaica  .... 
Other  Caribbean 
Central  America 
Bolivia 
Brazil. 
Chile  . 
Colombia 
Peru.  . 
Venezuela 
Other  South  America 
Total  Latin  America 


Rice,  milled: 

Canada 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Jamaica  ....... 

Trinidad  &  Tobago  .  . 
Other  Caribbean  .  .  . 
Central  America  .  .  . 

Chile  

Peru 

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 

Corn: 

Canada 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Other  Caribbean  .  .  . 

Central  America  ... 

South  America  .... 

Total  Latin  America 

Sugar  (raw  value) : 

Canada 

Caribbean  

Central  America  .  .  . 

Chile 

Uruguay  

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 


Coffee,  green: 

Canada 

Caribbean  ...... 

Argentina 

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 


1 
670 
130 
366 
302 
113 

2,420 
537 
257 
495 
542 
183 

6,016 


1,000  tons  - 

negl. 

445 

135 

394 

311 

175 
2,434 

449 

177 

507 

695 

366 
6,088 


39 

12 
300 

27 
32 
21 
39 
45 
80 
0 
556 


514 

4 

150 

75 

75 

64 

368 


782 

15 

2 

199 

62 

0 

278 


71 


51 

5/ 

300 

28 

30 

37 

25 

9 

68 

0 

497 


792 

5 

150 

92 

30 

50 

327 


893 

15 

0 

220 

44 

0 

279 


75 


5/ 

480 

135 

425 

321 

8/175 

2,615 

414 

293 

528 

715 

435 

6,536 


40 

0 

320 

35 

32 

38 

7 

21 

75 

15 

543 


850 

5 
150 
103 
31 
322 
611 


900 

15 

0 

185 

50 

0 

250 


79 


1 

1 

1 

37 

33 

35 

11 

10 

9 

49 

44 

45 

Continued  « 


24 


Table  8. — Continued 


Exports  by  country 


1966 
1/ 


1967 
2/ 


1968 
3/ 


Imports  by  country 


1966 
1/ 


1967 
2/ 


1968 
3/ 


Bananas,  fresh:  : 

Mexico. :  17 

Jamaica  ..........  :  200 

Other  Carib.  excl.  Cuba  .  .  :  484 

Costa  Rica :  359 

Honduras :  776 

Panama :  385 

Other  Central  America  .  .  .  :  77 

Brazil :  205 

Colombia :  311 

Ecuador :  1,265 

Other  South  America  .  .  .  .  :  0 

Total  Latin  America  ...  ;  4,079 

Cocoa  beans :  : 

Mexico :  8 

Dominican  Republic :  26 

Other  Caribbean :  11 

Central  America  :  9 

Brazil :  135 

Ecuador :  32 

Other  South  America  .  .  .  .  :  12 

Total  Latin  America  ...  :  233 

Meat,  excl.  poultry:   6/  : 

Canada :  60 

Mexico :  43 

Caribbean  .........  :  6 

Nicaragua :  13 

Other  Central  America  .  .  .  :  20 

Argentina :  741 

Brazil :  53 

Paraguay :  23 

Uruguay :  70 

Other  South  America  .  .  .  .  :  3 

Total  Latin  America  ...  :  972 

Cotton:   7/  : 

Mexico :  463 

Caribbean :  1 

Nicaragua :  114 

Other  Central  America  ...  :  145 

Brazil :  204 

Peru :  113 

Other  South  America  .  .  .  .  :  33 

Total  Latin  America  ...  :  1,073 


Tobacco:  : 

Canada :  17 

Mexico :  10 

Cuba :  14 

Dominican  Republic s  13 

Other  Caribbean '•  1 

Central  America  :  2 

Brazil :  47 

Colombia :  13 

Paraguay :  8 

Other  South  America  .  .  .  .  :  8 

Total  Latin  America  ...  :  116 


193 
441 
371 
816 
454 
112 
171 
326 

1,263 
0 

4,156 


6 

26 

11 

9 

136 

43 

12 

243 


63 

30 

7 

15 

30 

842 

25 

37 

66 

4 

1,056 


303 

2 

98 

95 

221 
83 
66 

868 


20 

8 

14 

20 

1 

2 

45 

12 

12 

11 

125 


10 
175 
460 
510 
890 
615 
200 
200 
350 

1,250 
0 

4,660 


6 
27 
12 

9 

73 

67 

13 

207 


64 

30 

8 

17 

33 

680 
60 
28 

127 
4 

987 


270 
5/ 
98 

100 

182 
62 
90 

802 


19 

4 

14 

15 

3 

2 

45 

12 

15 

12 

122 


Bananas,  fresh: 

Canada 

Argentina  

Chile  .  .  

Uruguay  

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  Americ£ 


Cocoa  beans: 

Canada 

Central  America  .  .  . 

Argentina  

Colombia 

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 


Meat,  excl.  poultry:  6/ 

Canada 

Caribbean . 

Chile 

Peru 

Other  South  America  .  . 
Total  Latin  America  . 


Cotton:   7/ 

Canada 

Cuba 

Other  Caribbean  .  .  . 

Argentina  

Chile  

Uruguay  ....... 

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 

Tobacco: 

Mexico 

Caribbean  ...... 

Central  America  ... 

Uruguay  

Other  South  America  . 
Total  Latin  America 


175 


17 

5/ 
11 
18 
5 
34 


56 
3 

10 

14 
6 

33 


93 


182 


17 

0 
10 

11 

3 

24 


59 
3 

11 

18 
6 

38 


95 


15 

19 

4 

4 

16 

11 

23 

28 

6 

7 

8 

7 

72 

9/77 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

14 

9 

185 


220 

286 

200 

28 

30 

29 

24 

20 

20 

4 

5 

5 

276 

341 

254 

23 

0 
10 
12 

1 
23 


65 
4 

11 

17 
6 

38 


87 

19 
2 
6 

30 
6 

15 

78 


5/ 
2 
0 
2 
2 
6 


1/   Revised.  2/   Preliminary.  31   Estimated,  hj   Includes  flour  in  wheat  equivalent.  j>/  Less  than  500  tons.  6/  Car- 
cass weigh  equivalent  basis.  Tj   Converted  from  bales  of  480  pounds  net  weight.  Marketing  year  ending  July  30,  1966, 
is  1965/66;  1967  is  1966/67;  1968  is  1967/68.  8/  Estimate.  9/  1967  total  includes  1,000  tons  imported  by  El 
Salvador. 


Sources: 


Economic  Research  Service,  USDA;  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  USDA;  U.N.  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization; 
and  official  Government  reports. 
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Table  9. — U.S.  agricultural  trade  with  Western  Hemisphere  countries  and  dependencies  by  value,  average  1960-64, 

annual  1965-68 


•                U.S.  exports              ■ 

U 

.S.  imports 

Country 

:  Average 

:   1965 

:   1966   : 

1967 

:  1968  : 
:   1/ 

:  Average 

|   1965 

:   1966   : 

1967  : 

1968 

:  1960-64 

: 

:       : 

:  1960-64 

1/ 

-  -  -  Mill 

ion  dollars 
240.2 

Canada  2/ 

:   422.7 

443.4 

485.7 

485.0 

484.0  : 

:   180.0 

234.2 

201.1 

226.2 

Mexico  

•    67.6 

86.8 

73.5 

69.7 

80.6  : 

:   260.2 

275.8 

327.6 

327.0 

398.8 

Barbados  ..... 

:     1.9 

2.0 

2.7 

2.9 

3.2  : 

:     1.5 

2.4 

.6 

2.8 

1.4 

Cuba  3/ 

:    22.8 

0 

0 

0 

0   : 

:    70.8 

2.6 

1.6 

.9 

.6 

Dominican  Republic 

:    13.3 

24.2 

21.4 

22.1 

30.2  : 

:   109.6 

98.9 

116.4 

116.4 

139.2 

Haiti 

:     7.9 

9.7 

8.0 

8.8 

9.3  : 

:    14.8 

13.4 

12.7 

12.9 

13.2 

Jamaica.  ..... 

:    13.5 

20.8 

22.3 

25.3 

29.1  : 

:    14.7 

13.3 

17.5 

18.8 

18.0 

Trinidad  &  Tobago. 

:    10.2 

9.5 

11.2 

14.1 

13.6  : 

:     7.9 

7.1 

4.6 

5.1 

10.2 

Antilles  (Neth.)  . 

:     9.1 

9.8 

11.1 

11.5 

12.5  : 

:      .1 

.1 

.3 

.1 

4/ 

Bahamas  (Br.).  .  . 

:     8.7 

13.5 

17.6 

22.0 

25.6  : 

:     1.8 

2.5 

1.7 

1.2 

.2 

Bermuda  (Br.),  .  . 

:     5.5 

6.1 

7.0 

6.9 

7.7  : 

:      .2 

it/ 

A/ 

.1 

h.1 

Leeward  &  Windward 

Is.  (Br.).  .  .  . 

:     1.8 

2.6 

3.8 

4.0 

3.8  : 

:     1.0 

1.8 

1.7 

.9 

1.1 

West  Indies  (Fr.). 

:      .8 

1.9 

2.0 

2,6 

2.3  : 

:     6.9 

6.9 

6.7 

7.0 

7.6 

Caribbean.  .  .  . 

95.5 

100.1 

107.1 

120.2 

137.3  : 

:   229.3 

149.0 

163.8 

166.2 

191.5 

Costa  Rica  .... 

5.6 

6.1 

5.8 

7.8 

9.0  : 

:    39.5 

54.3 

57.0 

66.9 

83.9 

El  Salvador.  .  .  . 

6.8 

8.1 

9.3 

7.8 

8.4  : 

:    34.3 

43.9 

37.9 

47.4 

39.1 

Guatemala.  .... 

10.0 

10.8 

12.8 

14.1 

14.8  : 

:    57.6 

62.0 

76.8 

59.7 

65.8 

Honduras  

4.1 

5.0 

5.8 

5.9 

7.0  : 

:    29.3 

64.7 

76.3 

59.4 

69.9 

Nicaragua.  .... 

4.5 

7.2 

8.2 

6.5 

6.2  : 

:    25.1 

31.1 

24.1 

33.4 

40.3 

Panama  

10.6 

14.5 

17.0 

16.5 

15.6  : 

:    16.4 

36.8 

45.0 

51.7 

53.1 

British  Honduras  . 

2.0 

2.3 

2.4 

2.4 

2.5  : 

:     1.7 

1.7 

2.1 

3.6 

3.6 

Canal  Zone  .... 

.6 

0 

0 

0 

0   : 

:      .1 

.1 

h.1 

y 

.1 

Central  America. 

44.2 

54.0 

61.3 

61.0 

63.5  : 

:   204.0 

294.6 

319.2 

322.1 

355.8 

Argentina ; 

3.7 

7.6 

4.4 

2.9 

3.7  : 

:    95.0 

91.2 

109.0 

101.3 

127.6 

Bolivia.  . 

10.7 

10.2 

9.0 

12.1 

10.4  : 

:     1.9 

2.2 

3.2 

2.9 

2.3 

Brazil  .  . 

100.0 

59.3 

101.2 

109.7 

88.1  : 

:   481.1 

413.3 

483.7 

461.2 

564.1 

Chile.  .  . 

27.2 

31.6 

41.0 

24.9 

35.2  : 

:     5.5 

6.1 

7.0 

5.7 

7.7 

Colombia  . 

25.5 

29.6 

32.5 

25.0 

32.8  : 

:   229.8 

208.3 

174.6 

179.7 

178.2 

Ecuador.  . 

7.9 

10.6 

11.8 

11.1 

12.5  : 

:    62.9 

95.4 

82.7 

85.9 

75.9 

Guyana  .  . 

3.5 

3.7 

4.8 

4.8 

3.6  : 

:     6.2 

4.1 

7.0 

8.1 

12.7 

Paraguay  . 

2.9 

1.4 

3.2 

1.0 

3.4  : 

:     6.8 

10.9 

10.1 

9.5 

9.8 

Peru  .  .  . 

24.4 

33.9 

37.2 

42.2 

22.1  : 

:    78.3 

75.3 

77.1 

82.1 

96.3 

Uruguay.  . 

7.7 

1.9 

2.2 

2.5 

19.9  : 

:    15.8 

26.9 

22.9 

8.1 

14.1 

Venezuela. 

79.6 

75.9 

82.0 

90.9 

90.8  : 

:    19.5 

17.7 

22.7 

22.6 

19.3 

Falkland  Is 

(Br.)   i 

0 

4/ 

0 

0 

0   : 

:     0 

0 

4/ 

0 

0 

French  Guiana.  .  .   : 

.1 

.1 

.2 

.2 

.3  : 

:      .1 

.1 

4/ 

4/ 

4/ 

Surinam.  .....   : 

2.5 

3.1 

3.6 

3.7 

4.1  : 

:     1.0 

.5 

.7 

1.0 

.5 

South  America.  .   : 

295.7 

268.9 

333.1 

331.0 

326.9  : 

:  1,003.9 

952.0 

1,000.7 

968.1  1 

,108.5 

Total  Latin  America  : 

503.0 

509.8 

575.0 

581.9 

608.3  : 

:  1,697.4 

1,671.4 

1,811.3  1 

,783.4  2 

,054.6 

Total  W.  Hemisphere  : 

925.7 

953.2 

1,060.7  1 

,066.9 

1,092.3  : 

:  1,877.4 

1,905.6 

2,051.5  1 

984.5  2 

,280.8 

Total  World.  ...   : 

5,363.5 

6,228.6 

6,881.2  6 

379.8 

6,228.0  : 

:  3,896.8 

4,087.5 

4,491.4  4 

452.2  5 

,028.4 

Hemisphere  as  per-   : 

centage  of  world   : 

total : 

17 

15 

15 

17 

18   : 

:    48 

47 

46 

45 

45 

1/   Preliminary.  2/   Excludes  export  transshipments,  mostly  grains  and  oilseeds  to  Western  Europe.  3^/   U.S.  trade 
embargo  went  into  effect  in  February  1962.   Subsequent  exports  were  relief  and  ransom  shipments,  imports  were 
tobacco  released  from  bonded  warehouses.  4/  Less  than  $50,000. 


Source:  U.S.  Foreign  Agriculture  Trade  by  Country,  Calendar  Year. 


26 


Table  10. —  International  coffee  agreement  export  quotas  and  U.S.  sugar  import  quotas  for  Western  Hemisphere  countries, 

selected  years  1/ 


Country 


Coffee  agreement  export  quotas 


U.S.  sugar  import  quotas  2/ 


1966/67 


1967/68 


1968/69  3/ 


1967  4/ 


1968  5/ 


1969 


Mexico. 


Cuba 

Dominican  Republic. 

Haiti  

Jamaica  ...... 

Trinidad  &  Tobago  . 


Caribbean 


Costa  Rica. 
El  Salvador 
Guatemala  . 
Honduras.  . 
Nicaragua  . 
Panama.  .  . 


Central  America 


Argentina 
Bolivia  . 
Brazil.  . 
Chile  .  . 
Colombia. 
Ecuador  . 
Guyana.  . 
Paraguay . 
Peru.  .  . 
Uruguay  . 
Venezuela 


South  America  

British  Honduras 

Other  British  Dependencies. 
French  Dependencies  .... 

West.  Hemis.  Dependencies  . 

Total  Western  Hemisphere.  . 

Total  World  

Hemisphere  as  percentage  of 
world  total  


1,361 

180 

397 

386 

25 

65 

1,053 


4,361 


68 


1,000  bags  6/ 

1,444 

196 
458 
443 

12 

71 

1,180 


4,909 


67 


1,504 

50 

444 

419 

25 

69 

1,007 


857 

933 

940 

1,418 

1,613 

1,623 

1,263 

1,455 

1,538 

379 

413 

363 

420 

471 

470 

24 

24 

25 

4,959 


69 


378 

574 

370 

640 

21 

30 

7/ 
7/ 

7/ 
7/ 

391 

670 

45 

66 

28 

41 

38 

56 

6 

7 

45 

50 

27 

34 

189 


58 


254 


85 


412 


403 
22 
7/ 
7/ 

425 

47 
29 
40 
5 
47 
30 

198 


24 
16,538 

49 
17,672 

50 
17,880 

:':' 

46 

4 

370 

69 

7 
561 

50 

5 
403 

5,421 
521 

6,210 

554 

6,161 
641 

.  . 

39 
54 

59 
82 

43 
59 

— 

— 

-- 

: : 

-- 

-- 

— 

547 

617 

70 
632 

*  * 

295 

448 

321 

428 

466 

278 

ii 

19 

28 

20 

23,479 

25,568 

25,712 

:: 

827 

1 

,254 

901 

— 

:• 

— 

•• 

10 

139 

44 

14 

197 

60 

10 
154 

46 

— 

— 

— 

:: 

193 

271 

210 

30,254 

33,101 

33,182 

:: 

1,978 

3 

,023 

2,146 

44,208 

49,325 

48,133 

: : 

3,417 

3 

,556 

3,620 

59 


XI   Coffee  agreement  years  are  beginning  October  1;  U.S.  sugar  quotas  are  for  calendar  years.  2/   Quotas  also  in- 
cludes the  Philippines.  3/   Quota  as  of  December  1967.  4/  Total  quotas  and  prorations, 
of  December  14,  1967.  6/   Bags  of  kilograms  of  132.276  pounds.  T_l   These  countries  share 
Indies  Association. 

Source:  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  USDA. 


5/  Quotas  and  prorations  as 
in  quotas  listed  for  West 


1022201148 
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